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Welcome back, we hope you all had a restful half term.

It is the time of year to welcome prospective parents to visit Heathwood as they consider which school to

choose to begin their child’s learning journey; it makes us very proud to show them around our wonderful school

and to see first-hand the learning in classrooms.  We have met lots of impressed visitors.

Overall Attendance so far this year from September, has been good for most children (94.28% over the whole

school),  and the competition is on to ‘win’ Heathwood the Attendance Bear. When attendance slips below the

National Expectation of 96.10%, we will be writing to you. Good attendance is really important, as days missed

from school in the early years of education, are hard to make up for.

We are very proud to be part of Heathwood and would urge you all to remind your children of the importance of

looking smart in their uniforms please (shirts tucked in, buttons done up, ties tied properly and school socks). A

reminder that jewellery must be kept to a minimum (stud earrings only due to safety reasons), no wrist bands or

friendship bracelets please.

Have a great month.

Jackie Wright

Message from Mrs Dove

For those of you who don't know, unfortunately I caught a second dose of Covid over the summer and it has

taken a while to recover. Very many thanks for all your well wishes.  I am really looking forward to being back in

school and seeing you all.  In the meantime the school is in very good hands with Mrs Wright as Acting

Headteacher and I am keeping up to date (from home) with all the wonderful things that are happening at

Heathwood!

Pre-School News

Hello again everyone. How lovely it is to be back and see all our children’s smiley faces. We

are continuing our learning about ourselves and children all around the world. If you have

not yet sent in a photograph or postcard from your holidays or visits, we are continuing to

track and find out about different places both in this country and around

the world. Here we are sharing a visit and finding out all about the

adventure. Please also remember; we are hoping to update the family

board with new photos of each child and their immediate family, so do

send in a recent photo; you can do this either by sending it in via email to

preschool@heathwood.beds.sch.uk or with your child bringing in their own

photograph.

In Pre-School we understand and share the importance of language and books and we love to

share stories with our children. Here are some children retelling the story of Kipper and his

Toybox (a favourite of Mrs Dicocco’s) with a story sack.

Parents’ Evenings

Thank you to all those who attended our virtual Parents’ Evenings. This is an important opportunity to catch up

with your child’s teacher on their progress. If you have had any technical issues this time, please speak to the

office staff or visit the school cloud website to troubleshoot any issues in preparation for the Spring.

https://www.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/

Applications for School

The deadline for Lower School Applications and Middle School Transfer is Saturday 15
th

January 2022

School admissions for 2022 are now open, and Central Bedfordshire will be publicising the message widely over

the coming months, including making parents aware of all Middle School open evenings for prospective pupils.

There is NO automatic transfer - parents must apply for all school places to their local authority.

If you have a child born between 1
st

September 2017 and 31
st

August 2018 and you are interested in a place at

Heathwood, please call

01525 377096 to make an appointment to visit our school.

mailto:preschool@heathwood.beds.sch.uk


Lexia and Flurrish

Please encourage your child to go onto Lexia at

home – here is the link to use with their own

personal login

lexiacore5.com/?SiteID=9493-6970-8885-9358

The company providing Flurrish programme is no

longer operating so we will soon be returning to

TTRockstars and Numbots.  Login details will be

sent home soon in your child’s diary.

Children in Need

Children in Need is on Friday 19th November and children

are invited to wear as many or as few spotty clothes as they

wish for a £1 donation. 

Dates for your Diary

November

1
st

Back to School

6
th

- PTA Gardening 1.00-3.00pm

10
th

- KS1 PTA Movie Night

11
th

Yr 4 Remembrance in Church Square

17
th

- KS2 PTA Movie Night

19
th

Children in Need – wear spots and bring £1

24
th

- PTA Class 3 Cake Sale

December

10
th

PTA Christmas Fayre 3.30-5.00pm

15
th

Children’s Christmas Dinner

16
th

Mufti for Winning House

17
th

Xmas Jumper Day bring £1

17
th

Last day of Autumn Term

January

5
th

Children back to School

Ofsted Parent View

At this time of the year we always ask that you complete your

annual parent response to the OFSTED questions on Parent View

which can be completed by both parents every school year.

Ofsted Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you

think of your child’s school, including: 

● how happy your child is at the school 

● how the school manages bullying or challenging behaviour 

● If your child has special educational needs and/or

disabilities (SEND), they will ask how well the school

supports them. 

The survey can be completed at any time and is anonymous - you

don’t have to wait until the school is being

inspected (click on the link below or use the

link that we sent you via text last month). 

Heathwood’s Parentview does not yet have

many responses for this year and we would

really encourage you to do this as it helps us

to understand your views of our school,

please log on to

https://mobile.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

Poppy Appeal

We will be selling poppies

again this year to support

The Royal British Legion

Poppy Appeal.

These will be on sale after

lunchtime during registration from

Wednesday 3rd November, or from the

office at any other time. A donation of

20p-50p is appropriate.

Other Poppy items, priced between

50p-£1.50,  will also be on sale, but only

from the school office.

Tuck Shop

We are now encouraging parents to make Tuck Shop payments

online at the beginning of term to make the process easier for all,

and ensuring that the children do not get upset if they haven't got

their 50p on a Friday. We would really appreciate Tuck Shop money

being paid at the beginning of the term for the whole term and we

will send a text at the beginning of each term to confirm the

amount needed. The amount due for Tuck Shop to take your child to

the end of term is £3.50. Ideally, we would like payments to be

made online to Heathwood Lower School, Sort Code 600213 and

Account Number 62411632. Please do not send payments of 50p

online each week. If you do not have the facility to pay online,

please send the full amount for the term in cash on the first Friday

back to school.

Pupil Premium Grant

If your family is ‘hard pressed’ you may be eligible for Pupil Premium grant; the school uses this funding to

support your child’s learning in a variety of ways, it can also cover some of the cost of trips, school clubs

and music lessons. Do please come and speak to Mrs Wilkins in the Office if you believe that you may be

entitled to claim Pupil Premium Grant for your child and you do not already do so, or if you are not sure, please

contact Central Beds Council to lodge an application.

Tel: 0300 300 8306 or customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

https://mobile.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


School Dinners

This half term we have a new menu which is available to view on the school website under the Parents

tab.There are some delicious new choices and some popular favourites.

School dinners for children in Reception, Class 1 and Class 2 are free, funded by the government

(UFSM-Universal Free School Meals). We are very proud of our super school meals (have a look at the menu on

the school website). I would encourage all KS1 children to have a free meal at lunchtime instead of bringing a

packed lunch.

For Years 3 & 4 School dinners will be £2.30 per day /£11.50 per week / £80.50 for the November/December

half term.

All dinner money should be sent in a sealed envelope via the class teacher on a Monday morning and cheques

made payable to ‘Heathwood Lower School’. Alternatively payments for school meals can be paid for online to

NatWest account name Heathwood Lower School, sort code 60-02-13 account number 62411632 please

reference with your child’s name prefixed with SM.

Here we are again, back from half term and about to start another half

term; doesn’t time fly! Don’t forget that your child/ren can earn

Housepoints for themselves by setting a new challenge for the school …

get them to write down their ideas for a challenge and send it to me in the

normal way.

Well done to Morgan D, Polly and Amaia (Class 2) and Amy (Class

R) for completing both challenges. Challenges this month have clearly

been enjoyed by the children and I have been truly delighted with the photos that have been sent in; lots of

creativity and enjoyment clearly evident and there has also been some evidence of trial and error with the

construction challenge. Well done to those who had to make changes and persevered! Congratulations to Ava L

and Carina (Class 2) and William B (Class 1) for their construction challenges, and Leo, Molly and Ilana (Class 3),

Sophia D and Violet (Class 2) and Felix (Class R) for their creative decorations for Halloween. I do also have to

give special mention to Finn, Olivia, Freya and Melissa in Pre-School for having a go at the challenges too - a

certificate is on its way to you.

● Science challenge: Can you create some fireworks in a jar? You only need three simple ingredients

that you will have at home.  Take a photo and send it in to me via office@ or

preschool@heathwood.beds.sch.uk

● Creative challenge: Using simple shapes, try to turn them into an animal; look at the examples on the

posters in the hall or on our website under Children - Monthly challenge.

Have a super time challenging yourself and enjoy this half term.

Mrs Elaine Dicocco



Our  Value  for  November  is

CARING
● Showing genuine concern or interest

● Having affection or liking for

● To look after and provide for the needs of others

At school we will be thinking about the different ways we can show that we care. We will emphasize

the importance of recognising and looking after those in need. We will point out that we should care

for our environment as well as our friends, relations, pets and ourselves. This is an opportunity for us

to think about caring professionals and there will be an emphasis on their work. As this is the season

of Harvest Festivals we should think about our own harvest gifts and how they will help to care for

less fortunate people for example children in parts of the world where life is very difficult. Very

importantly we must learn to care for ourselves and we will be taking a close look at how we do this.

Thought for the month:   ‘You need to give care in order to receive care.’

“My guiding principles in life are to be honest, genuine, thoughtful and caring.” Prince William

At home you might like to focus on caring for each other and caring for ourselves. It is a good

opportunity for stressing the importance of washing hands, cleaning teeth, getting enough sleep etc.

It is a good idea to start a weekly diary where your children can log the times they have helped to do

chores and shown a caring attitude towards others in the family, this makes a very useful discussion

document.

WOW!

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of

Caring at home.

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/p/prince_william.html


Community News



My name is Sarah and I am contacting you from the Leighton Linslade Community Fridge.

Leighton Linslade Community Fridge is the First Community Fridge for our town and is part of a
national network of Community Fridges through a charitable organisation called The Hubbub

Foundation www.hubbub.org.uk.

A Community Fridge is a space where everyone can share surplus food, including donations from
local food businesses, supermarkets, producers, households and gardens. Access is open to

everyone in our community who wishes to use it, either to donate surplus food that we can accept,
or to access food that is available. This self help scheme will help to eliminate food wastage and

reduce landfill waste.
Our Community Fridge is run entirely by volunteers at Leighton Linslade Helper charity (1196332)

for the community.

We are trying to promote the fridge as much as possible and was wondering if you would share this
post to your facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/LeightonLinsladeCommunityFridge/posts/106559931821568
Kind Regards,

Sarah Cursons
Chair of Leighton Linslade Helpers
Leighton-Linslade Helpers COVID-19 Task Force

www.leightonlinsladehelpers.org.uk
Helpline: 0300 300 8186 / 07517 851 382

Email: sarah@leightonlinsladehelpers.org.uk

https://www.hubbub.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3et87C6KJyKlNNeeu1qpfmbsOu_CCTUJyJELKvV6RD-geUsfKKwOU6P_0
https://www.facebook.com/LeightonLinsladeCommunityFridge/posts/106559931821568
https://www.leightonlinsladehelpers.org.uk/


Our Christmas Festival returns to the town centre from Friday 26th until Sunday 28th November
2021 offering the perfect opportunity to spend time with friends and family or searching for the

perfect gift for a loved one.

The festival begins on Friday evening (4pm – 8pm) with the festive market, live music and stage
programme, food court and funfair as a backdrop to the switching on of the lights and a spectacular
firework display. The Christmas lights will be switched on at 7pm and immediately followed by the

firework display.

On Saturday, alongside the Charter Market (8.30pm – 3pm) and funfair, Leighton Fun Runners host
their annual Santa Dash and shoppers will be entertained by street theatre and musical

performances throughout the High Street.

Crafts and Gifts will be available to purchase on Sunday (11am – 3pm) as our festive market returns
with entertainment, street theatre and musical performances throughout the day along with the

funfair and extra food traders within the High Street.

All enquiries regarding the Christmas Festival should be directed to the events team by email
(eventsteam@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk) or by phone (01525 631918 / 01525 631916).


