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Welcome back, I hope you all had a restful half term.   

It is the time of year to welcome prospective parents to visit Heathwood as they consider which school to 

choose to begin their child’s learning journey; it makes me very proud to show them around our wonderful school, 

to see first-hand the learning in classrooms.  I have met lots of impressed visitors.  

It is also the time of year when I look closely at progress in all classes and send home Praise Postcards to 

children who have made exceptional or accelerated progress - do look out for them in the post. 

Attendance has been superb so far for most children and the competition is on to ‘win’ Heathwood the 

Attendance Bear. When attendance slips below the National Expectation of 96.1%, I will be writing to you. Good 

attendance is really important, as days missed from school, in the early years of education, are hard to make up 

for. 

We are very proud to be part of Heathwood and I would urge you all to remind your children of the importance 

of looking smart in their uniforms please (shirts tucked in, buttons done up, ties tied properly and school socks). 

A reminder that jewellery must be kept to a minimum (stud earrings only due to safety reasons), no wrist bands 

or friendship bracelets please. 

Have a great month. 

Susanne Dove 

Pre-School News 

Hello again everyone.  We would like to say very well done to all our children, especially our new ones, who have 

settled well in Pre-School.  We are continuing our learning about ourselves and children all around the world.  As 

you know we continue to make the most of the outdoor area in Pre-School and have been 

taking advantage of the dry days to have fun on the field or the lane.  Children have 

great fun expending some energy and thinking about distance, time and their gross motor 

control.       

Please remember we are hoping to update the family board with new photos of each child 

and their immediate family, so do send in a recent photo.  Also if you have not yet sent in 

a photograph or postcard from your holidays or visits, we are continuing to track and find 

out about different places both in this country and the world.     

Council News  

Members of the newly formed Eco Council read the meters with Mr Clowes on Friday 1st November to track our 

usage of gas, electricity and water. They are also checking the performance of our solar panels.  

During their checks they identified a potential water leak and Anglian Water are coming to check it out this 

week. Great work Eco Council!  

Curriculum Open mornings 

Every year we hold curriculum open mornings to share with you how we teach Phonics, Reading and Maths, and 

for you to see learning ‘in action’ across the school.  

Many thanks to the parents who have attended our three open mornings.  

One parent commented “If I hadn’t attended I would not know what my child was talking about.” 

This year we had a disappointing number of parents coming to these important events- please look out for 

them next year. 

General Election Closure 

We have been notified by the Council that they will be using Heathwood as a Polling Station for the General 

Election and therefore, for the safeguarding of all our children, we will have to close on  

Thursday 12th December. 

It is frustrating for us and we appreciate that this can cause difficulties for some families, however we cannot 

expose children to ‘strangers’ wandering around our site with the gates open all day. 

We had booked the Pantomime for that day but have been fortunate to have secured a new booking with the 

company for Friday 6th December instead. 

(We had plenty of notice for the Elections to be held here on 7th May 2020 and were able to rearrange one of 

our INSET days to be held on that day so as not to be an inconvenience.)  



Lexia and Flurrish 

Please encourage your child to go onto Lexia 

at home – here is the link to use with their 

own personal login  

lexiacore5.com/?SiteID=9493-6970-8885-

9358 

Do have a look at Flurrish  

www.flurrished.com/numberfy.apk - a great 

android App to develop number bond and 

times tables skills. The whole family can play 

as guests. 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

We haven’t, so far, had any responses to our letter requesting 

Parent Governor nominations. If you are interested and would 

like more information, please speak to Mrs Wilkins in the  

School Office.  

 

Children in Need 

The theme for Children in Need on Friday 15th November is 

"The Big Spotacular".  Children are invited to wear as many or 

as few spotty clothes as they wish for a £1 donation.  In 

addition, tuck shop will be selling Pudsey Bear Biscuits for 50p.   
 

Dates for your Diary 

November 

6th Class 3 Parents’ Lunch 

8th Yr 4 Remembrance in Church Square 

13th Class 2 Parents’ Lunch 

13th and 14th Parents’ Evenings 

15th Children in Need – wear spots  

19th Yr 4 Life Exhibition 

20th Class 1 Parents’ Lunch 

22nd  Class 3 Assembly 9.00am 

22nd  PTA Cake Sale – Class 3 

27th Class R Parents’ Lunch 

29th Class 4 Assembly 9.00am 

29th Coffee Morning with Miss O’Reilly and 

Miss Candler 9.00-9.30 

December 

6th Flu Immunisation  

6th Pantomime visiting Heathwood 

6th PTA Christmas Fayre 4.00-6.00pm 

11th Children’s Christmas Dinner 

12th School Closed for General Election 

13th Class 4 to All Saints Carol Concert 

17th Afternoon Production 

18th Class R Nativity 

19th Mufti Day for Winning House 

19th Evening Production 

20th Carol Service at St Leonards Church 

2.00pm 

20th Out of School Achievement Assembly 

20th Xmas Jumper Day 

20th Last day of Autumn Term 

January 

6th Children back to School 

 

Applications for School 

The deadline for Lower School Applications and Middle School Transfer 

is Wednesday 15th January 2020 

School admissions for 2020 are now open, and Central Bedfordshire will 

be publicising the message widely over the coming months, including 

making parents aware of all Middle School open evenings for 

prospective pupils. 

There is NO automatic transfer - parents must apply for all school 

places to their local authority.  

If you have a child born between 1st September 2015 and 31st August 

2016 and you are interested in a place at Heathwood, please call  

01525 377096 to make an appointment to visit our school. 

Parents’ Evenings 

Parents’ Evenings are on Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th November 

from 3.40 – 6.10pm. 

You have been invited to make a 10 minute appointment with your child’s 

teacher to discuss how well they have settled into their new class. We 

will notify you of your appointment time by return. 

If you have already had an IAP or EHC meeting with your child’s 

teacher, there is no need to book a further appointment (please ask the 

class teacher if you are unsure). 

 

Ofsted Parent View 

At Parents’ Evening we always ask that you complete your parent 

response to the OFSTED questions on Parent View which can be 

completed by both parents every school year. 

The questions asked on Ofsted Parent View were changed on  

2nd September 2019 to support the introduction of the  

education inspection framework. 

Ofsted Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think 

of your child’s school, including:  

 how happy your child is at the school  

 how the school manages bullying or challenging behaviour  

 If your child has special educational needs and/or disabilities 

(SEND), they will ask how well the school supports them.  

The survey can be completed at any time - you don’t have to wait until 

the school is being inspected (click on the link 

below).  

 

If you would like to do this in advance, please log 

on to https://mobile.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 

 

http://www.flurrished.com/numberfy.apk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
https://mobile.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


Poppy Appeal 

We will be selling poppies again this 

year to support The Royal British 

Legion Poppy Appeal. 

These will be on sale after lunchtime 

during registration from Monday 4th 

November, or from the office at any 

other time. A donation of 20p-50p is 

appropriate. 

 
 

The Voice of Heathwood 

Pupils in Class 4 have been invited to audition this week to become "The 

Voice of Heathwood". Following a power outage with the telephone last 

year, we lost our message and would like to return to a Heathwood 

welcome from a pupil. Any Class 4 pupils interested in auditioning, 

please come to the office at lunchtime on Tuesday 5th November.  

 

Class Assemblies 

Class 3 are hosting their Assembly on Friday 22nd November at 9.00am 

to share some of their learning from this term. Parents and Carers of  

Class 3 children are very welcome to join us. 

Class 4 are hosting their Assembly on Friday 29th November at 9.00am 

to share some of their learning from this term. Parents and Carers of  

Class 4 children are very welcome to join us. 

Cotefield Drive Pathway 

It has been brought to our attention that sometimes 

the pathway leading to school from Cotefield Drive gets 

covered in moss. This can get damp and slippery, causing 

a health and safety issue. In the winter it can get very 

icy. This is not our land and the council will not let us 

adopt it, so we would urge you to contact the council and 

lodge a complaint if you notice an issue with it.  

School Dinners  

School dinners for children in Reception, Class 1 and 

Class 2 are free, funded by the government (UFSM-

Universal Free School Meals). We are very proud of 

our super school meals (have a look at the menu on 

the school website). I would encourage all KS1 

children to have a free meal at lunchtime instead of 

bringing a packed lunch. 

For Years 3 & 4 School dinners will be £2.30 per day 

/£11.50 per week / £89.70 for this half term. 

All dinner money should be sent in a sealed envelope 

via the class teacher on a Monday morning and 

cheques made payable to ‘Heathwood Lower School’. 

Alternatively payments for school meals can be paid 

for online to NatWest account name Heathwood 

Lower School, sort code 60-02-13 account number 

62411632 please reference with your child’s name 

prefixed with SM. 

Tag Rugby Festival 

On Thursday 31st October children from KS2 took part 

in the Leighton-Linslade Lower School Tag Rugby 

Festival. They represented the school brilliantly, all 

games were played in the spirit of the school games and 

in Group 1, our Heathwood players had the most 

nominations from the other teams for showing the  

value of Respect. 

  Well done! It was a really enjoyable afternoon.  

 

Pupil Premium 

If your family is ‘hard pressed’ you may be eligible for Pupil Premium grant; the school uses this funding to 

support your child’s learning in a variety of ways, it can also cover some of the cost of trips, school clubs 

and music lessons. Do please come and speak to Mrs Wilkins in the Office. 

If you believe that you may be entitled to claim Pupil Premium grant for your child and you do not already do so, 

or if you are not sure, please contact Central Beds Council to lodge an application.  

Tel: 0300 300 8306 or  customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Language of the Term 

We are continuing to learn some simple everyday words in Sinhala.  We have found out about some of the 

festivals/celebrations of Sri Lanka and we will be recalling and learning about Diwali, which for Hindus, Sikhs and 

Jains is one of the most important festivals of the year and began on Sunday 27th October.   

How are you?  :  ඔබට කෙක ේද?  Obuta keyseda? 

Fine thank you  :  ක ොදයි  ්තූතියි  Hondiey stooty 

Yes  :  ඔව්  ov 

No  :  ක ොමැත  nomæta 



Here we are again, back from half term and about to start another half term; 

doesn’t time fly.  Challenges this month have been enjoyed by lots of children and 

its excellent to see some new children having a go, well done!  Don’t forget that 

the children can earn housepoints for themselves by setting a new challenge for 

the school.      

Our three star challenger this month is Bella (Class 3)  A very well done 

to her for completing all three challenges.  I do also have to say a very well done to some of our younger children 

who obviously really enjoyed the collage challenge; we have had some very impressive seaside scenes! 
 

 Research challenge:  Why and when do the clocks change (go back or go forwards)?    
 Samuel’s Science challenge:  Can you create a volcano eruption at home, using cupboard 

ingredients?  Ask someone to take a photograph of you and your volcano eruption and send it in to 

me. 

 Creative challenge:  Make your own sculpture using recycled cardboard building shapes which link 

together. 

 

Have a super time challenging yourself and enjoy this half term.     

Mrs Elaine Dicocco 

 

 

Our  Value  for  November  is   

CARING      

 Showing genuine concern or interest 

 Having affection or liking for 

 To look after and provide for the needs of others 
 

At school we will be thinking about the different ways we can show that we care. We will emphasize 

the importance of recognising and looking after those in need. We will point out that we should care 

for our environment as well as our friends, relations, pets and ourselves. This is an opportunity for us 

to think about caring professionals and there will be an emphasis on their work. As this is the season 

of Harvest Festivals we should think about our own harvest gifts and how they will help to care for 

less fortunate people for example children in parts of the world where life is very difficult. Very 

importantly we must learn to care for ourselves and we will be taking a close look at how we do this. 

 

Thought for the month:   ‘You need to give care in order to receive care.’    

 “My guiding principles in life are to be honest, genuine, thoughtful and caring.” Prince William 

                                                                     

At home you might like to focus on caring for each other and caring for ourselves. It is a good 

opportunity for stressing the importance of washing hands, cleaning teeth, getting enough sleep etc. 

It is a good idea to start a weekly diary where your children can log the times they have helped to do 

chores and shown a caring attitude towards others in the family, this makes a very useful discussion 

document. 
 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/p/prince_william.html


WOW! 

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Caring at home. 
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