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Well, we’ve come to the last month of the school year; it’s time to reflect on the past year and 

look forward to the one ahead.  

 

It has been a strange and challenging time for us all, not a time to judge others, but a time to 

take pride in how well we have all managed to use this time wisely; supported each other, spent 

time together, talked, smiled and laughed when we could.  

Now it’s time to think how we might do things differently in future, to stop taking things for 

granted and continue being the people we would wish to be. Now this is nearly over, let’s hope 

the world is ready to be a better place for us all. 

 

Stay healthy, be safe, and in a world where you can be anything - be kind. 
  

It has been a pleasure for me to read and comment on each End of Year 

report - we are proud of all of our children and their achievements this year. 

Do, please take the time to read your child’s Report and reply via the school email at 

office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Year 4’s the very best as they begin their 

next adventure in September at Middle School. 

 

News is looking promising for a normal start to the school year in September, but you might 

find that schools continue to plan differently to each other, to offer different provision to 

that which we are normally used to.  I would urge you to bear with us, we are all doing our very 

best with what we think is most appropriate for our children. 

 

We must not be complacent; there are cases of COVID-19 still around us and, as we know, the 

Autumn term is a time of colds and viruses. We will be working hard to follow Government 

guidelines over the summer, putting plans in place to keep as socially distanced as will be 

possible with many more children here in order to keep us all safe and healthy. 

 

Have a super month and a safe, sunny August. 

 

I hope to see you all safe and well and back to normal in September. 
 

Susanne Dove  

Head Teacher 

mailto:office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk


                            

                            Plans for September 2020 

We have now received the government guidance on how schools will be opening in September, 

and further announcements are due on 11th and 31st August. At this point, we have a variety of 

starting points for our plans –needless to say, we are eager to have everyone back in September 

as safely as possible. Our focus still remains reducing the spread of the virus whilst getting 

children back to school safely. 

 

We have made great strides in developing our remote learning systems to provide the best 

schooling we can in the circumstances we have found ourselves in. The introduction of Padlet 

has been a major undertaking; like you and the children, the staff have shown real commitment 

and resilience during this change. 

 

As our attention turns to September, we have begun a detailed recovery plan that focuses on 

rebuilding the curriculum, children’s progress, wellbeing and the culture of our school 

community.  

 

There has been an extraordinary amount written about missed education during lockdown. 

Contrary to what the media are leading us to believe, an interesting perspective is: 

 

Children haven’t missed education altogether, they have missed schooling, and we are just a 
part of their education. Our children are having some fantastic experiences at home, alongside 
the remote learning. 
 
Children are typically at school for 2730 days, from Reception to Year 13. At the end of this 
term, children will have been away from school for a maximum of 70 days – around 2.5% of 
their schooling, but not 2.5% of their education. 
 
This won’t cause any complacency on our part, but it may help families to consider their very 
real concerns from a different perspective. I am a firm believer in the resilience of youth. The 
more that is expected of our young people, the more they deliver. 
 

Once we have had time to adjust our plans and gain approval from the Governing Body, we will 

communicate the next steps in our recovery, to you. Please allow us time to do this and rest 

assured we will do all that we can to meet the expectations placed on us. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support with remote learning and our plans for all students for the 

remainder of this half term, you are doing a fabulous job, keeping yourselves and your children 

safe and engaged. 

 

 
Please note: There are no plans by the local authority to continue provision for children during the 

Summer. We would suggest you look at what The Future Games have to offer, or make 

arrangements with your usual holiday childcare provider.  
 



Staffing News 

A lot has happened during lockdown! 

As you all know, Mrs Houghton started her Early Retirement and we sent her off with a 

surprise standing ovation from her last day at the Vandyke Hub. 

Mrs Scharff is leaving to spend more time with her family, but will be covering Teacher PPA 

(Planning, Preparation and Assessment) time during the Autumn Term. 

Miss Romaine is expecting her second baby at the end of July. 

Miss Candler is expecting twins! in October. 

Mrs Rossiter is leaving to begin Teacher Training. 

…..And Mrs Dove became a Grandma! 

I’m sure you would like to join us all in wishing them all luck and Heathwood love in their 

respective ‘adventures’!  

 

We are pleased to share with you our staffing for next year 2020-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Wright will be covering PPA in Classes 2, 3 and 4.   

Mrs Scharff will be covering PPA in Class 1. 

 

Miss Murphy and Mrs Bisby are our Language Provision staff and will be working across the 

whole school. 

 

 Teacher Support Staff 

Pre-

School 

Mrs Dicocco  Davina, Sara, and Natalie  

Class R Mr Dicker - Monday and 

Tuesday  

Mrs Dicocco – Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday 

(Maternity cover) 

 

Mrs Davis 

Mrs Smith 

Class 1 Mrs Hudson 

(Maternity cover) 

Mrs White 

Mrs Mansfield 

Mrs Fontana 

 

Class 2 Miss Leary 

 

Mrs Stanford 

Class 3 Miss O’Reilly Mrs Randall 

Mrs Cunningham (for Guided Reading) 

 

Class 4 Mr Waterhouse 

 

Mrs Marsh 

Mrs Wallace  

Mrs Cunningham 

Mrs Collins 



Keeping your child safe online-advice from the DfE 

With children spending more time online to do schoolwork and other activities, there could be an 
additional risk in relation to online safety. 

It is important that you talk to your children about online safety, show an interest in what they are 
doing online, including knowing the sites they will be accessing and who your child is interacting with 
online. In talking to your children, you can discuss age-appropriate ‘ground rules’ such as how much 
time they spend online doing different things, what games and apps are appropriate to use and what 
your children like and dislike about being online. 

You should also consider setting up and reviewing age-appropriate parental controls. Setting parental 
controls can be a quick and effective tool to help protect children online. 

Here are some useful links to help you keep your children safe online: 

 Government guidance on keeping children safe from online harms such as child sexual 
exploitation, cyberbullying and harmful content 

 Government guidance on staying safe online including parental controls, fact-checking 
information, communicating with family and friends while social distancing is in place and taking 
regular breaks from the screen 

 Thinkuknow is the education programme from the National Crime Agency (NCA) proving age-
appropriate resources for children and support for parents 

 Parent Info is a collaboration between Parentzone and the NCA providing support and guidance 
for parents from leading experts and organisations 

 Childnet provides a tool kit to support parents and carers of children of any age to start 
discussions about their online life, to set boundaries around online behaviour and technology use, 
and to find out where to get more help and support 

 Internet Matters provides age-specific online safety checklists, guides on how to set parental 
controls on a range of devices and a host of practical tips to help children get the most out of their 
digital world 

 LGfL provides support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online, including 6 top tips 
to keep primary aged children safe online 

 Net Aware provides support for parents and carers from the NSPCC and O2, providing a guide to 
social networks, apps and games 

 Let’s Talk About It provides support for parents and carers to keep children safe from online 
radicalisation 

 UK Safer Internet Centre provides tips, advice, guides and resources to help keep children safe 
online, including parental controls offered by home internet providers and safety tools on social 
networks and other online services 

Age-appropriate practical support for children on reporting concerns is available from: 

 Childline – for general support 
 UK Safer Internet Centre - to report and remove harmful online content 
 CEOP - for advice on making a report about online abuse 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-staying-safe-online
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://parentinfo.org/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/default.aspx
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.ltai.info/staying-safe-online/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/


Post and Correspondence 

We have two post boxes on the wall outside the school 

office. 

One is for the School and one for PTA. Please feel free 

to post any letters, forms and/or money that you need 

to hand in if you do not need to speak to a member of 

the office staff. This will, hopefully, avoid you having to 

queue at the office unnecessarily. 

If you need to contact as member of staff, please call 

the Office on 01525 377096 or email one of the 

following addresses: 

office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk 

PS@heathwood.beds.sch.uk 

classR@heathwood.beds.sch.uk 

class1@heathwood.beds.sch.uk 

class2@heathwood.beds.sch.uk 

class3@heathwood.beds.sch.uk 

class4@heathwood.beds.sch.uk 

 

Parentline 

The Schools’ Nursing Team run a confidential 

text messaging advice and support line for 

parents and carers.  If you would like advice 

and/or support on any of the following issues, 

text 07507 331456 

Sleep, continence, minor illness, speech, 

behaviour, temper tantrums, diet and 

exercise, and much, much more.  

 

Term Dates 2020/21 

Autumn 

Monday 7th September 2020-Friday 23rd 

October 2020 

Tuesday 3rd November 2020-Friday 18th 

December 2020 

 

Spring 

Tuesday 5th January 2021-Friday 12th 

February 2021 

Monday 22nd February 2021-Friday 26th 

March 2021 

 

Summer 

Tuesday 13th April 2021-Friday 28th May 

2021 

Monday 7th June 2021-Thursday 22nd July 

2021 

 

INSET Days 

Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September 2020 

Monday 2nd November 2020 

Monday 4th January 2021 

Monday 12th April 2021 

 

Thursday 6th May 2021 Local Elections  

Monday 3rd May 2021 May Day Bank Holiday   

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

July 

3rd Letter and video emailed to children from new 

teacher 

7th Annual Reports to parents 

10th Virtual Sports Day (see details below) 

16th Last day for KW, EHCP children 

17th Year 4 children 9.30-11.30 

 

September 

7th (Monday) Back to School – Pre-School and Yrs 1-4 

9th New Reception Class Open Afternoon 

       1.15pm-3.15pm 

10th New Reception Class in Full Time  

  

Virtual Sports Day 

The Staff are making a virtual Sports Day video 

which we will share with you on Friday 10th July.  

We would love you to have a go at making a virtual 

Sports Day of you own and send it to us via your 

class or the office email. 

Keep fit and have fun! 

 

Pupil Premium Funding 
If your circumstances have changed during 

the coronavirus pandemic, you may be 

entitled to Pupil Premium Funding for your 

child.  To check, call Central Bedfordshire 

Council on 0300 300 8306 with your  

NI number and dates of birth of your 

child/children. 

 

mailto:office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk
mailto:PS@heathwood.beds.sch.uk
mailto:classR@heathwood.beds.sch.uk
mailto:class1@heathwood.beds.sch.uk
mailto:class2@heathwood.beds.sch.uk
mailto:class3@heathwood.beds.sch.uk
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Our Value in July is 

COURAGE 
 facing situations of which one is anxious 

 

 ‘What makes you anxious?’ 

 Consider how you overcome fears….. by being with and confiding in other 

people, friends and family? Nothing is ever as frightening when you are not alone.  

 

What do we do when situations are new or we’re facing the unknown?  Reflect on times when 

you have been brave, examine how that made you feel.  

 

It is important that we stress that bravery doesn’t just relate to physical feats but also to 

daily words and actions such as being honest and owning up to something even when you know 

you will be in trouble or standing up for what you know is right even when friends are against 

you. 

 

Thought for the month: ‘Sometimes the biggest act of courage is a small one.’ 

 

At home you’ve all been doing something reasonably challenging and we’re beginning to see 

that the end is in sight-you’ve all done an amazing job and should take pride in the courage that 

you’ve shown. 

Over the summer, think about September (when we hope to return  to normal) and consider how 

having courage will help with the new start. 
 

WOW! 

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of 

Courage at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community News 

 
The Committee of Leighton-Linslade Carnival have taken the decision to cancel the town Carnival this year as 
it is clear the COVID-19 restrictions and social distancing makes the holding of events like the Carnival 
impossible. 
They are looking to have a number of on-line events on Carnival day, Saturday 11th July. To make this easier 
to manage, and easier for you all to follow the virtual Carnival, they have created a separate Facebook page 
for the virtual Carnival Leighton-Linslade Virtual Carnival 2020. Please follow this page to make sure you get 
the latest information about what they are doing. 
They would love you to design a float (the theme is Animals) on the template below and post or email it to 
them by Thursday 9th July. 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/leightonlinsladevirtualcarnival2020

