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Vision Statement 2025-28

“Our vision is for every child to develop a love of learning, to be curious about

the world around them, and to feel a true sense of belonging.

We nurture kindness, encourage children to be courteous and respectful, and celebrate the
differences that make each individual unique.

Through the development of essential life skills, we prepare our children to be confident, successful
learners, ready for the next steps in their lives”
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At Heathwood we aim to: WELCOM E FROM OU R
e Create a secure, happy, purposeful, stimulating and HEADTEACHER

well managed environment .
Everyone matters in our school - we

actively strive for the highest standards
in learning and well-being for all.

e Provide opportunities for academic, social,
emotional, moral and physical development for
each child

e Provide an interesting and stimulating curriculum
which is interesting and broad.

e Encourage children to share and work co-
operatively

e Develop within each child a positive self-image and
sense of achievement

e Encourage high standards of behaviour, through a
fair but firm approach to discipline

e Work in partnership with parents in the education of

their children

Welcome to Heathwood Lower School. | am delighted that you have chosen to consider us for this
exciting stage in your child’s education.

Heathwood is an inclusive school where ‘kindness is important” and ‘a strong emphasis is placed on
values such as trust, cooperation and responsibility” (OFSTED 2023); we strive to nurture our pupils
in order that they may become confident, caring, compassionate children, ready to make a positive
contribution to the wider community when they leave our care.

Our school is a friendly, happy school that provides caring, stimulating and supportive learning
from Preschool to Year 4, allowing every child to develop their full potential. We believe that our
emphasis on a family oriented atmosphere, together with the expectation of high standards gives
children an ideal beginning to their school lives. Through ‘an interesting and stimulating curriculum’,
which is ‘ambitious, broad and balanced’ (OFSTED 2023) pupils develop skills, knowledge and an
inquisitive mind.

We have a hard working, dedicated and committed staff and Governing Board who are very proud
of the education we provide. Together we strive to create a family orientated atmosphere, with high
expectations of standards and behaviour, providing all children with the ideal beginning to their
school lives. ‘Support for pupils with SEND is a strength’ (OFSTED 2023) of our school and our rich
curriculum and values approach, aims to provide challenge and a broad range of experiences for
every child through the education we provide.

Our purposeful environment allows every child to develop their skills, qualities and talents.
Heathwood Lower School fosters pupils’ personal and social skills successfully and engenders high
levels of self-confidence and positive attitudes to learning. We encourage positive social skills, self-
respect and a caring attitude towards all others in the school and wider community. In doing so, our
children will achieve their full potential and gain a real pleasure in learning.

May | take this opportunity of welcoming you and your child to Heathwood Lower School. We look
forward to a long and happy partnership with you.

Mrs Jackie Wright (Headteacher)



ABOUT US

HISTORY OF HEATHWOOD LOWER SCHOOL

Heathwood School was built in 1967 as a County Primary School catering for children aged between
five and eleven years. With re-organisation to a three tier system by Bedfordshire in the early 1970s,
it became a Lower School for children aged between five and nine years old. In the early 1990s,
provision to include four year olds was made. At the same time a provision for children with specific
speech and language difficulties was made available at Heathwood.

The school is built on a hexagonal design, with eight classrooms designed to catch maximum light.
One of the classrooms is a base for the Language Provision and another is our Heathwood
Preschool.

Every classroom is self-contained with its own cloakroom facility and each has a carpeted area. All
classrooms are individually equipped to cater for the range of activities undertaken by young
children. There is one main hall which is used for P.E., Music, Drama, Assemblies and Celebrations. It
is also used as a dining area where school dinners and packed lunches are eaten and Wrap Around
Care. The Library is situated in the foyer and is accessible to all children.

The school grounds consist of both hard and grassed
areas. We are fortunate to have an enclosed school field
with trees running around the perimeter. Every effort is
made to keep the school grounds pleasant, with
continuous improvements
being made to enhance
the environment for the
children. We strive to
make our school a
stimulating and enjoyable place in which to learn and there
are opportunities for learning to take place outside as
appropriate.
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ABOUT US

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

The School has an agreed admission number of 30 for entry to the Reception year. We
operate an annual admissions policy, where children start school full time from the Autumn
Term.

We encourage visits to the school during the Autumn Term in time for the Admission
process deadline in mid January for children starting school in September. Once school
places are offered and accepted, we invite parents to meet the staff in the Summer Term
prior to children starting school.

The Admission process is organised by the Local Authority. The system aims to offer every
child their first choice however, when there are more requests from parents/carers than
the number of places available, the following criteria (in the rank order shown) is used to
decide the order in which places are allocated :

e All ‘looked after children’ or children who are previously ‘looked after’.

e Children who appear to the Council to have been in State care outside of England and
ceased to be in State care as a result of being adopted.

e Children of Staff (employed at the school for 2 or more years).

o Children with siblings at the school.

e Children for whom the school is their nearest Lower or Primary school.

e Any other children.

Prospective parents are always encouraged to visit the school. The Headteacher or Senior
Leadership Team will be pleased to show you around and discuss any queries. Admission
of children during the school year is provisional depending upon numbers and should be
discussed in the first instance with the Admissions Department at Central Bedfordshire and
then with the Headteacher.

Transfer

In the September following their ninth birthday, children currently transfer to Middle School
and at thirteen to Upper School. Parents are invited to Middle School Open Evenings during
their child’s last year at Heathwood. There is close liaison between Heathwood and all local
Middle Schools.



OUR
CURRICULUM

EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM

The school has a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum based on a project approach to
learning. This approach has been developed to meet the aims of our school and the requirements of
the National Curriculum. The curriculum consists of ‘Driver Projects’ and is further enhanced by
‘Companion Projects’. We aim to provide a stimulating curriculum which encourages each child to
develop their full potential, with an emphasis on developing skills and knowledge. Parents are
encouraged to refer to the curriculum documents on the Class pages of our School website for
further information. School curriculum policies may also be viewed on the school website.

EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM

Heathwood recognises the importance of children gaining a high quality early years education in
order to lay the foundations for them to thrive. We provide a purposeful environment with support
and challenge from a kind, caring and stimulating environment. Children will develop their
independence, love of learning and curiosity of the world around them to ensure they reach their full
potential.

Children develop a thirst for learning through engaging in
a range of learning opportunities, including whole class,
small group and individual. The children also have access
to the inside and outside continuous provision areas which
are resourced with purposeful, thought provoking
resources to ensure they are able to explore the world
around them and build on their prior learning and interests
across all areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage. Our

Foundation Stage Framework, 2024 which is the national
Framework that covers learning and development of children
| from birth to five years of age.

The EYFS is based on four important principles which are;

Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. Children learn and
develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs
and there is a strong partnership between practitioners, parents and carers. Children develop and
learn in different ways and at different rates.

10



OUR
CURRICULUM

EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM

The statutory framework sets the standards that all early year providers must meet to ensure that
all children, including children with special educational needs and disabilities, learn and develop well,
including being healthy and safe. The curriculum is divided into prime and specific areas.

Prime areas of learning; Specific areas of learning;
Communication and Language Literacy
Physical Development Mathematics

Personal, Social and Emotional Development ~ Expressive Arts and Design
Understanding the World

Our Foundation Stage curriculum provides challenging, engaging play-based activities across the
prime and specific areas of learning and development.

Research highlights many of the benefits that makes play so crucial in a child’s development. Play
improves the cognitive, physical, social, and emotional well-being of children and young people.
Through play, children learn about the world and themselves. They also learn skills they need for
study, work and relationships such as; confidence, self-esteem, resilience, interaction, social skills,
independence, curiosity, coping with challenging situations.

We use the EYFS Framework alongside our knowledge of each individual child and their needs to

plan and provide a range of activities which ensures all children make progress, from their individual
starting point, in each area of learning and development.

1



OUR
CURRICULUM

KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 CURRICULUM

Learning for children in Years 1 - 4 follows The National Curriculum (2013). This is divided into Core
and Foundations subjects.

Core subjects: English, Mathematics and Science

Foundation subjects: Art and Design; Computing; Design and Technology; French (Years 3 and 4);
Geography; History; Music; Physical Education; Religious Education (in accordance with the
Bedfordshire Agreed Syllabus); and Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE ).

English

Throughout your child’s time at Heathwood, we provide a varied and rich English curriculum
involving the skills of speaking and listening, phonics and spelling, reading and writing. We plan
these areas with regard to the National Curriculum with links to our project based curriculum where
appropriate, which makes the curriculum both exciting and purposeful.

Speaking and Listening

A significant amount of learning goes on through children’s natural conversations and play, and the
children are given the opportunity to develop many speaking and listening skills in such situations.
Children are involved in imaginative play, talking about their work, sharing their ideas, following
instructions and asking questions, where they are encouraged to talk and listen to each other. We
use a number of methods to enhance these skills, such as drama, role play, class discussions and
debates, presenting their work and circle time activities. We use Learning Partners in all classes, as
talking and working with a peer encourages good speaking and listening development and can
also enhance a child’s confidence and self esteem in learning activities.

Phonics and Spelling

At Heathwood, we place a high level of focus on early phonics acquisition and development.
Phonics are the building blocks for successful reading, writing and spelling and our intent is to
provide high quality phonics teaching and learning experiences to ensure our children develop good
skills and an enjoyment of reading.

12



OUR
CURRICULUM

KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 CURRICULUM

We value reading as a key life skill, and are dedicated to enabling our children to become lifelong
readers. We acknowledge that children need to be taught the key skills in segmenting and blending
and to be equipped with the knowledge to be successful. We recognise that this starts with the
foundations of acquiring letter sounds, segmenting and blending skills.

The systematic teaching of phonics has a high priority throughout Foundation Stage and Key Stage
1 and we use ELS ( Essential Letters & Sounds) Phonics as a systematic, progressive validated
scheme of work. Phonics is taught daily to children in Preschool, Foundation Stage, Year 1 and
moves on to a spelling focus in Year 2. Children are given reading books which are closely matched
to the phase of phonics that they are currently working within and children in the Foundation Stage
only have books with phonemes that they have been exposed to. When reading with all children,
whether individually or in groups, all adults promote and model good phonics skills to ensure
transference of these skills into the children’s reading.

Reading

Our aim is for children to develop a love of reading. There can be few better ways to improve pupils'
chances in school, or beyond in the wider world, than to enable them to become truly independent
readers. We expose children to books at an early age to encourage a love of storytelling and
creation. We use a range of methods to teach the reading curriculum and develop children’s
reading ability, which leads to them reading with fluency, enjoyment and understanding. Reading
skills are taught through sharing books, developing phonological awareness, enhancing sight word
reading, discussion and questioning. We encourage children to read independently, share books
with an adult or a peer, to read across the curriculum to develop interests and we share novels and
stories in class where adults read regularly to children. Guided reading is also used as a key
teaching strategy. At Heathwood, children read with their class teacher in a group once a week,
where the group read a text together and then hold a discussion about what they have read. Skills
including prediction, literal and inferential understanding, discussion and reading enjoyment are
developed in these sessions. From Year 2 to Year 4 we also develop reading skills through the
computer programme Renaissance. All children have access to online reading materials through
MyON.

13



OUR
CURRICULUM

KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 CURRICULUM

We provide children with interesting reading material to take home. We have a close partnership
with our parents who we encourage to support reading at home. We have an extensive array of
reading books which are levelled appropriately for each phase of phonics and then as children
progress, they are levelled according to the ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development). We expect
children and parents to find a time every day to share their books, read to each other, discuss what
they are reading and reflect on what has been read. We value the comments that we ask parents to
make in the children’s school diary and our children are rewarded with House Points for reading at
home. The children also have an opportunity on a weekly basis to visit our school library and
borrow a book.

Writing

Writing skills are taught alongside other areas of the curriculum. We make writing opportunities
relevant and meaningful to the children. We encourage them to become writers from an early age
through positively exposing them to a range of different writing opportunities. In the earliest years
we encourage children to name their pictures, write messages and label anything and everything! In
the different areas of continuous provision we always have writing opportunities available to
encourage early writing.

Throughout the school, opportunities are provided across the whole curriculum to write for a variety
of different purposes and in a range of different genres. This will include narrative, nonfiction and
poetry writing and the children are encouraged to think about the audience they are writing for.
They are taught to write formally and informally. Writing skills such as spelling, punctuation and
grammar are taught as specific skills, using the National Curriculum, Essential Writing Scheme from
Herts for Learning and the ELS ( Essential Letters & Sounds) Schemes as guidance and for
progression. We are proud of our children’s handwriting; children are introduced to a cursive, joined
up style from Reception class and by the time the children leave us in Year 4, they generally have a
fluent, confident style of handwriting and will have been awarded their pen licence.

Mathematics

We provide an enriched mathematical curriculum where children are engaged and appropriately
challenged through a range of activities and opportunities. The concepts of number, calculations,
shape, space, measure and data are developed through a range of teaching methods.

14



OUR
CURRICULUM

KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 CURRICULUM

In our day to day teaching we provide opportunities for children to develop their number fluency
and multiplication facts, which enables them to further enhance their ability to justify, reason and
explain. We plan our maths learning with support from White Rose Maths and a Mastery approach,
ensuring our children are encouraged to problem solve and transfer knowledge and skills to the
different concept areas of mathematics and, where appropriate, the wider curriculum.

Science
Much of the science teaching and learning is practically based. Children are encouraged to talk
about their learning, to develop lively, enquiring minds and to think scientifically, developing skills
such as:

e Planning and predicting

e Investigating and observing

e Recording, analysing and evaluating
Children are taught about life cycles and living things, the human body and senses, together with a
respect for their natural environment and all living creatures. They experiment with materials and
study physical processes such as forces and electricity.

Computing

We live in a time of ever changing technological advances. Through our curriculum, we aim to
support the children’s development through exposure to a range of computing ideas including:
coding and programming; animation; media, data and information, digital music and computer
skills. We have excellent resources available with a full range of software to enhance and develop
our children’s skills. We have a range of chromebooks and tablets, which are used for computing
lessons and across the curriculum in other subject areas, to research, communicate, share and
present their learning. Children are continuously taught and reminded to use the internet safely and
appropriately. We use computer technology to enhance children’s experiences across the
curriculum.

History

Our engaging and enriching History curriculum intends to provide opportunities for children to:
develop new knowledge and skills, build on prior learning; revisit key skills and embed learning
which gives all children the opportunities to succeed.

15



OUR
CURRICULUM

KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 CURRICULUM

Our intention is to give children a range of opportunities and experiences to develop and enhance
historical skills and concepts which are transferable to whatever period of history is being studied
and to equip children for future learning. We intend to embed a love of learning in History, which will
allow children to develop the knowledge and skills to become inquisitive and thoughtful historians.

Geography

Our Geography planning allows for a broader, deeper understanding of the four areas of
geography identified in the curriculum and we intend for it to develop knowledge of significant
places and understanding of physical and human features including variation and changes over
time. We intend to develop children’s curiosity and a fascination of the world and its people that will
remain with them for the rest of their lives. The planned curriculum offers a range of opportunities
for investigating places around the world and the local area. Our curriculum intends to improve
children’s geographical vocabulary, map skills and geographical knowledge and provide
opportunities for consolidation, challenge and variety to ensure interest and progression in
Geography.

Design and Technology

Children are taught skills in order to design and make a variety of objects and artefacts. They
experience and explore different processes and learn through appropriate use of tools and
equipment and a range of structures, materials, products and mechanisms

PSHE and Relationships Education

We provide and promote an education that provides opportunities for our children to explore and
develop their own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of behaviour, a caring
attitude, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of diversity of
all cultures. All of these qualities are promoted through our school ethos, the whole curriculum, our
school behaviour policy, extra-curricular activities, Enrichment, Circle times, and British Values.

Physical Education

Regular physical activity is important for health, growth and wellbeing and is a compulsory part of
the curriculum. Indoor facilities include a hall with a range of gymnastic apparatus. Outdoors we
have a large playing field and hard surfaces suitable for a range of games.

16



OUR
CURRICULUM

KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 CURRICULUM

Children are taught physical skills and coordination through the following activities:

e Fundamental PE skills

e Gymnastics, Dance and Yoga

o Striking and Fielding games; Cricket, Tennis, Rounders and Hockey

o Football, Tag Rugby, Handball, Netball and Basketball

e Qutdoor Adventurous Activities
Our aim is for children to have the opportunity to participate in competitive sport within school and
against other schools. Heathwood competes in a number of competitions throughout the year
supported by the Leighton-Linslade Sports Partnership.

Music

Children have the opportunity to listen to and appreciate a variety of music, to make music and to
perform for others. All children are encouraged to experiment with a range of instruments using
rhythm and pitch. There are regular class and whole school singing sessions and children are given
opportunities to sing and enjoy singing. We have access to a variety of specialist peripatetic
teachers, offering private, individual and group lessons.

Art

The children are taught to use a variety of media and techniques to create 2D and 3D work both in
the classroom and throughout the school. They are encouraged to appreciate the work of famous
artists and that of their peers. There are also opportunities throughout the year for children to
express themselves creatively.

Religious Education

In accordance with all county state schools, we provide Religious Education that aims to develop a
child's ability to reflect on their environment, coexist happily with others, and show concern for their
peers. This education also fosters a basic understanding of religion and religious lifestyles in a
multicultural world. We make every effort to teach our children to appreciate, without prejudice, the
customs and lifestyles of the various cultures they may encounter. We welcome children from all
cultural backgrounds and encourage them to learn from one another, embracing the diversity of
human experience in a spirit of tolerance and understanding.

17



OUR
CURRICULUM

KEY STAGE 1 AND 2 CURRICULUM

Modern Foreign Language
In Key Stage 2, French is taught as a conversational language covering numbers, food, family, time,
colours, days of the week, greetings and holidays and hobbies , as well as a study of France.

Assessment

Children’s learning is continually being assessed. Whilst we take a Mastery approach to learning, as
appropriate, learning expectations are differentiated to meet children’s needs and abilities. Our
expectation is that all children make good or accelerated progress during their time at Heathwood.

o In the first six weeks of Year R, Reception Children in the Foundation Stage are assessed using
the Government Baseline. Assessments throughout the year are made using the EYPS profile
through teacher observation using an online programme.

e National Phonics Screening takes place in Year 1

e National Phonics Screening is repeated in Year 2 for children who did not achieve Age Related
Expectation in Year 1.

e Non Compulsory Assessments are completed by children in Year 2

e National Times Tables Assessments take place in Year 4

Teachers use a range of formative and summative assessments as diagnostic tools to support
teaching and learning.

Records of children’s progress are kept securely in school. On transfer to middle school, records are

passed on just before the end of term in July. Should children leave before the end of Year 4, these
records will be passed on to the receiving school.

18



PREPARING
YOUR CHILD
FOR SCHOOL

The following list is given as a result of many requests from parents/carers of ways in which they

can prepare children for ‘big’ school at 4 or 5 years of age.

Please remember your child is unique and will have their very own starting point.

Encourage your child to ask questions and enjoy finding out the answers

Celebrate being curious

Give your child opportunities to enjoy interacting and playing alongside others

Promote a love of reading and storytelling

Praise and celebrate with your child when they ‘have a go” and show independent self-care
skills. E.g Cutlery, toileting and personal hygiene

Talk to your child and help them to understand the word ‘stop” and that this might be used to
prevent danger

Encourage them to become independent when they go to the toilet unaided and wash their
hands

Give them opportunities to recognise their own name

Praise them when they ask for help and encourage them to do so when they need help
Encourage them to dress themselves without getting clothes inside out and begin to learn to
fasten buttons and shoes

Encourage them to enjoy mark making and model the correct way to hold a pencil

Model and encourage the use of a knife and fork

Encourage your child to try new food

Praise your child when they clear away toys etc. themselves

Pre-reading skills

Learning to read must be an exciting adventure, not a chore. Share and talk about stories with your

child; it is important to develop pleasure in reading and for your child to understand how stories

work. Enjoy reading in ways that your child enjoys. Make reading a special time that is enjoyable for

both you and your child, if your child has a love of reading, independent reading skills will follow

when your child is readuy.

19



PREPARING
YOUR CHILD
FOR SCHOOL

Try to:

Read to your child every day

Let children see you reading for pleasure

Play games with sounds e.g. | spy colours then sounds

Learn nursery rhymes

Help them to follow lines of writing from left to right

Look at and talk about pictures

Sing songs using hand actions

Encourage recognition of familiar signs, e.g. Tesco, McDonalds etc.
Talk to your child about letter names and letter sounds

Encourage recognition of a child’'s own name — with a capital letter or the initial letter, (e.g.
Emily)

Pre-writing skills — hand control

Try to:

Show how to use a pencil using the correct ‘tripod grip’. Find pencils which are an appropriate
size

Use colouring books

Explain which books may be written in!

Use crayons and paints

Cut out various materials — using children’s scissors
Play with jigsaws

Build with bricks and constructional toys e.g. Lego
Use plasticine and dough

Make junk modelling

Let them see you writing for a purpose

Write together - cards, shopping lists etc.

If your child does show an interest in writing, please encourage the use of lower case letters, and

where appropriate capital letters in the correct places such as at the beginning of their name. In the

Reception Class we teach children to use capital letters for the start of their name initially, and then

the start of a sentence as the learning progresses. We link the handwriting to the sound of the letter

as well as the letter name. If your child is reluctant to write please do not worry as in time they will

begin to learn and enjoy this skKill.

20



PREPARING
YOUR CHILD
FOR SCHOOL

Pre-number skills

Try to:

Count to 10 and beyond in everyday life e.g. walking up/down stairs, etc.

Match one to one e.g. 3 = three things

Talk about the language of number, i.e. more, less, bigger, smaller, short, tall, heavy, light etc.
Recognise coins, buying something, use of money

Cook — weigh and measure ingredients together

Count anything and everything!

Sing number rhymes

Be aware of the times of the day and the hours of the day

Play dice games, dominoes, cards, snakes and ladders, ludo —these all aid number recognition
and counting

Be aware of shapes and solids

Sort buttons, bricks etc. for shape, size and colour

Play with sand and water, an invaluable asset to mathematical understanding, e.g. concepts of
capacity, weight and mass

Language and development

Try to:

Talk with your child about anything of interest to him/her

Discuss books read and pictures seen

Join in their play occasionally to bring a new idea or extend their thinking

Encourage imagination; let them play with boxes, blankets over chairs etc. - anything to spark
off new ideas and thoughts

When you are out, talk with your child about what you see and make him/her aware of, even
the smallest things

Help them to learn the names of things they see and be aware of relationships between
different items e.g. garden tools, things which go on wheels etc.

Help them to question things and work out their own answers. 'Why?' is a very important step
for a child

Above all, spend time talking with your children: it is so valuable and necessary to the learning
of all skills

21



INCLUSION

At Heathwood Lower School, we are committed to developing and offering an inclusive curriculum
to ensure the best possible progress for all of our pupils whatever their needs and abilities. Our
school believes that every pupil has an entitlement to develop his/her full potential. Inclusion
recognises a child’s right to a broad, balanced, relevant and challenging curriculum that is
appropriate to their individual abilities, needs, talents and personal qualities. High achievement for
all children is expected, valued and celebrated.

We aim to work in true partnership with parents/carers and pupils to make learning exciting and
positive for all of us. Diversity and difference is valued as a rich resource that supports the learning
of all. Our school understands its responsibility to actively promote positive attitudes towards
diversity, equality and difference - not just so that every child is included, but also so that they learn
from the earliest age to value diversity in others and grow up making a positive contribution to
society. We believe in equality of opportunity; with all children having access not only to the taught
curriculum, but also to the many enrichment activities we offer.

The school’s policy on Special Educational Needs takes account of both current national legislation
and the Local Authority’s guidance.

Specialist Language Provision

Our school has a specialist Language Provision which provides places for up to 8 children with
Educational Health Care Plans (EHCP) which identify Speech and Language as their primary need.
The children are fully integrated with their year group and receive support from the Language
Provision Team both in the classroom and on a 1:1 or small group basis and from a part-time
Speech and Language therapist.
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Assembly

Whole school or class assemblies are held daily. Themes are developed to cover a range of
concepts and values, as well as celebrating learning and enhancing the teaching of R.E, PSHE and
celebrating diversity and difference and British Values. Children are taught to have respect and
tolerance for the wide range of beliefs and customs that exist in our modern world.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from the Collective Act of Worship and
religious education lessons if they wish.

SMSC and Values
SMSC stands for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. All schools in England must show
how well their pupils develop in SMSC.

We have an obligation 'under section 78 of the Education Act (2002) which requires schools, as part
of a broad and balanced curriculum, to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical
development of pupils at the school and of society.

We consider the children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development to be at the centre of
our school ethos and the responsibility of the whole curriculum.

We strive to provide and maintain for our pupils an education that provides opportunities so that
they can explore and develop their own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of
personal behaviour, a positive caring attitude towards other people, an understanding of their
social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures.

We believe spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is promoted through the school ethos,
the climate of the school, collective worship, all curriculum areas, the school behaviour code, extra-
curricular activities and circle time activities. We have regular opportunities for reflection through a
variety of mindfulness activities.

School values underpin everything we do. They serve as a benchmark for all our decisions, policies
and practices. We believe that children come first and that every child matters. British Values are
promoted in so much of what we do, not least during our school assemblies, curriculum and the
whole school ethos of Values. 23
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As well as actively promoting British values, the opposite also applies: we would actively challenge
pupils, staff or parents expressing opinions contrary to fundamental British Values, including
‘extremist’ views.

School Council

We have a School Council, Rights Respecting Council, Fair Trade Council, Sports Council and Eco
Council which meet regularly and represent the views of all the children in the school, and a system
of playground buddies which gives children responsibility. As a Unicef Rights Respecting school, we
promote the Children’s Rights Respecting Convention. We enable the children to learn about
children’s rights and understand how they can be fulfilled.

Relationship Education
Relationship Education is part of the curriculum offered during ‘Healthy Heathwood Week’, our

PSHE Curriculum and also naturally addressed as they arise in pupils’ lives and work at school. Their
questions are answered factually and sensitively. ' :

Enrichment

Every week we have an Enrichment session on Friday mornings, working in
mixed age groups in our House teams. Children take part in enriching activities
such as; nature studies, art, science investigations, cooking, team building,
playground games and language games.

Equal Opportunities

All staff members at Heathwood are committed to providing all children with
the same opportunities in school, regardless of sex, race, creed or culture. We believe every child
has the right to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum matched to their ability and needs.
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Visits

The children enjoy many visits every year into the local and wider community in order to enrich the
curriculum. Year 4 pupils also participate in a residential trip at The Chellington Centre in Bedford.

p Across the school children also benefit from visitors who come

# t0 school to share their expertise. The school's Charging Policy is
in line with LA and DfE regulations. We ask for voluntary

¥ contributions towards visits or visitors. No child will be prevented
from taking part in an activity because his/her parents are

unable to contribute. However, if contributions collected do not
L

, cover the cost of the trip it may have to be cancelled. A copy of
the schools Charging Policy is available on request.

Extra-Curricular Clubs and Activities

Children throughout the school are offered a wide variety of
extra-curricular activities during the year. These might include:

Art club, Choir, Recorder Club, STEM Club, a variety of sports clubs,
Gardening, Construction, Balance Bikes, Homework and Book Club,

Computing and Music.

Houses

When children join our school they are allocated a House - Badgers, Foxes, Rabbits or Squirrels.
Family groups are kept together in the same house. Children collect House Points for their team
which can be awarded by anyone for good manners, kindness, good ideas and great learning.
House points are counted monthly and at the end of each term, the House with the most points is
awarded a ‘mufti dau.
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Homework
At Heathwood we set homework in order to:
e Support teaching and learning by enabling children to further their understanding
o Stimulate childrens’ desire to carry on learning outside of school
o Further support the home - school relationship
e Provide children with the opportunities to practice skills taught in school
e To help children develop good organisational skills
e To prepare children for the next stage in their education

Homework Logs: Weekly activities are set for the children to complete at home. These activities
may be linked to any area of your child’s learning.

Reading: We encourage children to share reading and library books with their parents on a daily
basis. The children all have a school diary which parents are encouraged to record the reading in.
Spellings: Children have weekly spellings to practice at home in their spelling book.

Our School Day
School is open from 9am-3.30pm term time only. This is equivalent to 32.5 hours per week. This
provides for 380 sessions or 190 school days per academic year.

The school day is divided into the following:

Afternoon

1.00 - 3.30 Key Stage 1
115 - 3.30 Key Stage 2
Key Stage 1 only

Morning
9.00 - 12.00 Key Stage 1
9.00 - 12.15 Key Stage 2

playtime is from 10.15 - 10.30 _ _
Afternoon playtime is from 2.00 - 2.15

Term Dates are posted on the noticeboards and on the website. https://www.heathwoodlower.com
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Attendance and Punctuality

Registration takes place at the beginning of morning and afternoon school. Please ensure that your
child is on time. Parents are advised not to bring their child to school too early in the morning as no
responsibility will be taken for the children on school premises before 9.00 am, unless they are
attending Breakfast Club, for which there is a cost applied. Good attendance and punctuality are
essential for life-long learning. We expect every child’s attendance to be at least 96%. If children
arrive at school after 9.05a.m., they must report to the school office on arrival and be signed in by a
parent/carer. Remember, 15 minutes late four times a week adds up to an hour of missed school!
We reward attendance in school with the competition for each each class to ‘win” Heathwood The
Bear each week, and by awarding 99%/100% attendance certificates termly.

Absence

Heathwood Lower School recognises that positive behaviour and good attendance are essential in
order for pupils to get the most of their school experience, including their attainment, wellbeing and
wider life chances.

The law entitles every child of compulsory school age to an efficient, full-time education suitable to
their age, aptitude, and any special educational need they may have. It is the legal responsibility of
every parent to make sure their child receives that education either by attendance at a school or by
education otherwise than at a school.

Where parents decide to have their child registered at school, they have an additional legal duty to
ensure their child attends that school regularly, on time. This means their child must attend every
day that the school is open, except in a small number of allowable circumstances such as being too
ill to attend or being given permission for an absence in advance from the school.

When children are absent, the school must be informed before 9.20am each day of absence. In the
case of doctor/dental appointments please inform us in advance whenever possible and provide
an appointment card or letter.

Since August 2024 there has been a significant change in the law Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) fines
have increased and there is now an escalation process for repeated offences. For more information

please see our Attendance Policy (available on the school website).
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We are proud of our uniform and expect children to look smart at all times. Our children wear the

following school uniform:

Grey trousers or shorts

Grey pinafore/skirt

White shirt (collars must be buttoned and
ties worn appropriately, shirts should be
tucked in)

Heathwood jumper/cardigan

Heathwood tie

Children in year R wear a white polo shirt
and no tie.

White/grey/black ankle or long socks
Grey tights

Suitable school shoes with
laces/bar/Velcro

Heathwood uniform is available from

“Wear 2 School’ North Street, Leighton Buzzard.
We have a selection of pre-loved uniform available for
purchase in school. Please ask at the school office.

No jewellery should be worn to school except for
religious reasons. Earrings should be kept to very small
studs only which should be removed by the child or
covered for PE (please provide appropriate microfibre
tape.) Watches and ‘Fitbits” are accepted but must not
be a distraction from learning or linked to a mobile

Optional Summer Uniform (Summer
Term only)

Purple and white gingham dress
White polo shirt, no tie

Grey shorts/skort

PE Kit:

Purple Heathwood PE top

Black shorts

Black joggers

Black or purple sweatshirt (not hooded)
Trainers

PE bag

phone device. Children with long hair are expected to

wear it tied up or back.
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Parental Involvement

We believe in a strong partnership with parents to enhance the quality of children’s learning. We
welcome the help of parents or friends in the community both in and out of the classroom. This
may include hearing children read, supporting creative activities etc. Other parents help us by
making or doing things at home. We are always pleased to hear from new volunteers who would
like to share their expertise with children, or talk about special interests.

All offers of help are greatly appreciated

Please speak to a member of staff if you would like to help.

Parent Consultation

Parents’ evenings are held virtually in the Autumn and Spring terms to discuss children’s work and
progress. Parents receive an annual written report on their child's progress in the spring term
(Interim report) and the second half of the summer term. The report is an important link between
home and school and it is used to record strengths and targets for development. We encourage
parents to see teachers when a query or problem arises. Appointments can be made with teachers
after school by mutual agreement.

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)

There is an active, supportive Parents’ Association which raises funds and promotes a warm,
friendly atmosphere for families. Events such as the Santa Comes to Heathwood, Summer Fayre,
Quiz Nights and Wreath Making Evenings are organised and well attended. Many items in and
around the school have been purchased by the Association including playground equipment, library
books, and technology equipment. We are always grateful for the support that parents give to
these fundraising events. The Association holds an Annual General Meeting, usually at the beginning
of the school year, everyone is welcome and new committee members are elected at this meeting.
For more information, please visit the PTA page on our Website.

School Meals

In 2014 the government launched Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM). At Heathwood we are
very proud of our ‘in house’ school lunches. School lunches are prepared on the premises daily and
there is a good choice of both first and second courses, including a vegetarian option. We are
committed to providing healthy, appetising school lunches that meet the Government’s food based

standards and have been awarded a Level 5 Food Hygiene award.
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website. Parents are invited to sample

You can view the menu on our school 1 'Lr‘
|

the school meals on a regular basis.

School meals for Years 3 and 4 should
be paid for in advance weekly, half-termly
or termly.

Packed Lunches

Packed lunches should be as nutritionally
balanced as possible. Drinking water is
provided and we encourage all children
to come to school with a refreshed water bottle every day, plain water only please, (NO juice or
squash). Water bottles and lunch boxes should be clearly named. We are unable to provide
refrigerated storage for lunch boxes and encourage parents to pack ice packs in their child’s lunch-
box during the warmer weather.

*No glass containers or nuts please!

Snacks

Children in Reception and Years 1 and 2 are provided with a free piece of fruit daily as part of the
‘School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme’ As a school, we have decided to extend this scheme and
provide a fresh fruit snack for Classes 3 and 4 - this is paid for by the school.

Milk

If your child would like to have milk at school, you may purchase a 1/3 pint (189ml) carton of milk
per day from ‘Cool Milk’ please see their website for details on how to register.
https://www.coolmilk.com/

ALLERGIES- Important Information
For the safety of our children with known and diagnosed nut allergies, we ask that you do not send

any nuts or nut products into school. In school we check all of our ingredients used for breakfast,
lunch and Enrichment are safe and that staff do not bring in any nuts or nut products.
We ask that children are not sent to school with peanut butter or Nutella in their sandwiches,

or with cereal bars containing nuts, or any other nut snacks.
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Wrap Around Care

Heathwood Lower School is delighted to offer Wrap Around Care. Our Breakfast and After School
Clubs are run during term time from 8.00am until 6pm, Monday to Friday. The Clubs are not open
on Heathwood INSET days. The Clubs are held in a warm and friendly environment for the children
to have fun and free time before and after the school day. The Clubs are run exclusively by
Heathwood staff. The cost of the Breakfast Club is £4 per day including breakfast, and After School
Club until 5:30pm is £8 per day including a drink, snack and enrichment activities, with an additional
cost of £2 should you wish your child to stay until 6pm.

Health and Safety

The health, safety and welfare of all the people who work and learn at our school are of
fundamental importance. We aim to provide a safe, secure and pleasant working environment for
everyone. For further information see the policy on our website.

Security

All visitors (including parents/carers during school session times) MUST report to the School Office
in the Main Entrance before entering and moving around the school. They will be required to sign in
and out and to wear a Visitor's badge. The main school gates are kept locked during the school
day, opening only for the start and end of the school day. Please come to the Office if collecting a
child for an appointment. Children are never allowed off the premises unaccompanied.
Parents/Carers are requested to sign the Log Book and give reasons for taking their child off site
during school hours. These security measures have been made with your child's safety in mind.
Please help us to enforce them.

Child Protection

Our first priority is your child's welfare and therefore there may be occasions when our concern
about your child means that we have to consult other agencies even before we contact you. The
procedures we follow have been laid down by the Bedfordshire Safeguarding Board. If you want to
know more about this, please speak to the Headteacher or see the policy on our website.

Code of Conduct
Throughout the school we place great emphasis and importance on good discipline, along with

consideration and respect for others, their property and the school environment.
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We call this “The Heathwood Way'. We believe in the importance of a happy, caring school in
helping each child to develop self-discipline and mutual respect for others. We promote positive
behaviour, encouraging reflection and ‘good choices’. Any child not making the appropriate choice
is addressed initially by the class teacher and referred to the Headteacher as appropriate, and in
accordance with our Behaviour Policy. Children are encouraged to reflect on any inappropriate
behaviour and discuss the consequences of their actions. Assemblies and Class Circle times are
used for promoting values and mutual respect. Parents are always informed if a pupil’s behaviour
causes serious concern, so that we can work together to support the child.

Emergency and Home Contact

Parents must ensure that the school office has telephone numbers for parents and other named
people willing to take responsibility for their child if they cannot be contacted. Please notify the
school immediately of any changes to these details, or any other circumstances that may affect
your child. Parents must notify the school if their child is to be collected by a different adult at the
end of the day if, for example, children are going on a ‘playdate’.

Medicals
The School Health Team carries out health checks and screening at regular intervals. You will be
notified in writing.

Medicines

All medicines kept in school must be in date, in their original box and have the child’s name on them,
this includes Inhalers and Epipens. A form must be completed if your child is prescribed any
medicine that needs to be administered in school and consent must be given for any non-
prescribed medication such as paracetamol. Forms can be found on the website or via the Office
https.//www.heathwoodlower.com/Forparents/Usefulforms/

Please refer to our Administering Medication Policy for further information.

Road Safety

Parents are encouraged to walk, scoot or cycle to school with their child. If you need to travel to
school by car, for safety reasons, we ask you not to drive on to or park on the school grounds, but
to park safely in the vicinity of the school, observing road markings and with courtesy to our

neighbours.
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Dogs
NO dogs are permitted within the school boundary, with the exception of guide dogs

Smoking
Please note that NO Smoking or E-Smoking is permitted in or around the school boundary.

Mobile Phones

We operate a mobile- free zone in school; if visiting you will be expected to turn your phone off and
put it away. Please put your phone away when you are waiting on the playground, and meet your
child with a smile and a greeting!

Information Available

We aim to provide the best possible education for all our children at Heathwood. Should you have
any concerns about your child’s education then, in the first instance, these should be discussed with
the class teacher, who may refer you to the Headteacher. Subsequently, in the rare event that you
still feel concerned, then a formal complaint can be made with reference to the Complaints Policy.
If you have a concern or worry do come and speak to us. Don’t let things become a major problem;
we are here to help.

All school policies are available for parents to read on request.
The School’s Ofsted Report is available from the school and is hyperlinked on the School’s website.

Parent View

We believe Heathwood is a great school, where children learn together and have fun. Don’t just take
our word for it - have a look at what our parents have to say on OFSTED’s Parent View. Please
complete parent view on an annual basis so that we can ensure that this reflects current school
parents’ views. https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-results/survey/result/6802/current
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TERM DATES
2025/2026

Autumn
Wednesday 3" September 2025 - Friday 24™ October 2025
Monday 3™ November 2025 - Friday 19" December 2025

Spring
Tuesday 6" January 2026 - Friday 13" February 2026
Monday 23" February 2026 - Friday 27" March 2026

Summer
Tuesday 14" April 2026 - Friday 22" May 2026
Monday 1% June 2026 - Friday 17'" July 2026

INSET Days
Monday 1°* and Tuesday 2"¢ September 2025
Monday 5™ January 2026
Monday 13™ April 2026
Monday 20" July 2026

Monday 4" May 2026 - May Day Bank Holiday
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