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What a busy month January was!  It is a real pleasure for me to spend time looking at fantastic learning and 

watching lots of progress being made. I have scrutinised all the data and I have met with all the teachers to look at 

the progress that each child has made. Where children have made accelerated progress, I send home a very special 

‘Praise Postcard’ to share the good news with you. Look out for them in the post. 

 

Parents’ Evening meetings will take place after half term. We look forward to seeing all of you, as this is an 

opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress and look at their work - appointment letters to follow. 

 

Despite having our fair share of bugs and viruses this half term, attendance was good in January – 96.05%. The 

national expectation is now 96.10%.  I’m hoping that the half term break will give us all a chance to recover and 

attendance will continue to improve. Having said that, may I remind you that if your child has been vomiting or has 

diarrhoea, you must keep them off school for 48hrs to reduce spreading the germs. Please remember, classroom 

doors open at 8:55am and close at 9:00am. If you are late, please bring your child to the Office where we will mark 

him/her in and escort them to class. Lateness after 9:05am is unauthorised. 

  

Have a super month and restful half term. 

Susanne Dove  

Head Teacher 

                      Pre-School News 

Hello again everyone.  We are very busy in Pre-School learning about animals from cold  

countries.  The children have produced their own paintings of some of these animals, have  

been learning how they move and have enjoyed playing with ‘snow’ and 

ice whilst noticing and talking about what is happening.  I have to say I 

think the grown ups have enjoyed presenting different settings for the 

children to explore; here you can see two different types of exploration; 

one with fluffy snow and one set up with gloopy sea and ice ready for the children to get busy.         

A very well done to our new children who have settled very well and are making the most of 

their days at Pre-School.  We will continue to work with all our children, responding to their interests and abilities.  

We are planning to invite our parents and carers in to watch our penguin dance before the end of this half term, so 

watch out for the invite!     

Council News 

If you venture into the outside toilets, you may be puzzled as to why there are strings of conkers hanging in there.  

The reason is that the School Council have been busy as part of a project to improve the outside toilets and one of 

the things that bothers children the most is the spiders who live up in the corners. The School Council heard that 

conkers keep spiders away and so got busy stringing them up.  We hope it works! 

 

Phonics Screening meeting for Parents 

Mr Dicker and Miss Candler will be holding meetings on 

Tuesday 10th March at 9.00am (together with the children in 

Class 1) and also at 5.00pm to demonstrate how we teach 

Phonics at Heathwood and talk about how you can support at 

home. The details of the Year 1 Phonics Screening Test will be 

shared at this meeting and so your attendance is 

recommended. 

All Parents from Class 1 and Class R are very welcome - please 

look out for separate letter. There will be a coffee morning 

following the morning meeting. 

 

Headphones 

Please provide a set of headphones for your child 

to leave in school for use with Lexia. 

All children in Classes 1 - 4 use the online Lexia 

programme at least 3 times each week in school. 

As the programme is tailor made to work at each 

childs’ pace, everyone in the class is likely to be on 

a different page which can be very noisy!!  If you 

are ever on a flight where headphones are 

supplied – please donate them to us! 

 



Procedures for Inclement Weather 

As we are approaching the time when we have traditionally had some severe weather, I would like to remind you of 

our procedures. 

If there is an extremely heavy snowfall and we have no choice but to close the school, the decision will be made as 

soon as possible. We do not take the decision to close lightly; however, the roads to the school can become very 

dangerous and I do have to maintain safe staff:children ratios. I always consult with the Chair of Governors Mrs 

Paula Bangs, and our Site Agent Mr Simon Clowes, who both live locally, before making that decision. 

The presumption is that school is always open (if it is safe to do so) unless we have alerted you via text or the 

website. Please note that a message will NOT be sent to let you know the school is open. 

When the weather is very cold, the playground and paths around the school can be dangerously icy. We 

will, of course, salt the pathways, but may I remind you to walk carefully. If it is safe for us to open on 

severely snowy days, our procedure is that the Heath Road and Chiltern Gardens gates ONLY will be 

open, Mr Clowes will grit a direct path to the school and children can enter via the front Office or 

Library doors. 

When the weather is bad, we take the children out to play for short periods of time. Therefore, please ensure your 

child is sent to school with appropriate outdoor clothes, i.e., gloves, hat and warm coat. They also need a change of 

footwear, preferably snow boots or wellies and warm socks. 

 

 

 

 

 

This year for World Book Day (Thursday 5th March 2020) we will be focussing on the works of Julia Donaldson CBE 

who is an English writer, playwright and performer, and the 2011–2013 Children's Laureate. She is best known for 

her popular rhyming stories for children, especially those illustrated by Axel Scheffler, which include The Gruffalo, 

Room on the Broom and Stick Man. 

Children are invited to come to school dressed as one of the many characters from her stories (for example: a 

monkey or frog from Monkey Puzzle; a dragon; knight or princess from Zog; a ladybird or robber from What the 

Ladybird Heard; a highway man from The Highway Rat…..or of course Stickman! - the possibilities are endless) 

Please do not feel obliged to spend money on a costume-be creative with the things you have at home. 

We will be doing lots of book related activities; Children should come to school ready to talk about their 

character.  

From School Council 

You can view all Julia’s books on her website: http://www.juliadonaldson.co.uk/a 

 

 
 

http://www.juliadonaldson.co.uk/a


Dates for your Diary 

February 

6th  PTA Meeting 7.00pm at school 

7th Sign2Sing (£1 donation) 

11th Class 3 Amazon Trip 

12th Class 1 Phonics Meeting 3.00pm 

15th PTA Lottery Draw 

17th – 21st  Half Term 

24th Lord Baden Powell Day 

25th  Class 4 trip to Holdenby House 

26th Class 1 Dobbies Trip 

27th Class 4 Parents’ Lunch 

March 

2nd – 13th  Fairtrade Fortnight 

5th World Book Day 

6th Fairtrade Coffee Morning 9am 

10th Phonics Meeting for Yr1 Parents 

9.00am and 5.00pm 

11th and 12th Parents’ Evenings 

12th Class 3 Parents’ Lunch 

19th Class 2 Parents’ Lunch 

20th Mothers’ Day Tea Party 2.30pm 

26th Classes 2 and 3 Legoland Trip 

26th Class 1 Parents’ Lunch 

27th Class 1 Assembly 9.00am 

27th Coffee with… 

27th PTA Quiz Night 

31st Class 4 Residential meeting for 

parents 3.30pm 

April 

1st Class 1 Rushmere Trip 

2nd Class R Parents’ Lunch                   

2nd Mufti Day for winning house 

3rd Outside Achievement Assembly 

3rd End of Term 

21st Back to School 

22nd-24th Class 4 New Barn Residential 

 

World Thinking Day (Lord Baden Powell Day) 

 Children are invited to wear their Brownie, Cub, Rainbow or Beaver 

uniform as we celebrate Lord Baden Powell day on Monday 24th February. 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Fairtrade Fortnight is a national campaign to raise awareness of Fairtrade. 

As the only Gold Level Fairtrade School in Leighton/Linslade, we know lots 

about Fairtrade and are always keen to share our learning with others. We 

will be involved in lots of activities during the two weeks and would like to 

invite you to join us for the Coffee morning on Friday 6th March at 9.00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  

You may have heard from your child that they are learning sign language at 

school. This is because we are practising to take part in sign2sing, a 

fundraising activity organised by the Deaf Health Charity SignHealth, 

which helps to give Deaf children and adults a brighter, healthier future. 

For the event, the children are learning a song to sign along to.  

 

About sign2sing: Between 3rd-9th February 2020 hundreds of schools 

across the UK are taking part along with businesses, choirs and community 

groups. We are suggesting that each child bring a £1 donation on the day 

(Friday 7th February) and have fun while learning sign language. 

 

Learning the song and signs: You can learn the song and signs along with 

your child and find out more about the event on the sign2sing website: 

www.sign2sing.org.uk. We encourage all the family to take part. 

 

Thank you for supporting this exciting challenge and helping to make a 

difference. If you would learn more about SignHealth visit our website 

www.signhealth.org.uk 

If you would like to know more about sign2sing, contact the team on 

sign2sing@signhealth.org.uk 

 

The Sign2Sing Team 

 

Playground Safety 

A reminder - please ensure the safety of all 

our children, parents and carers by reminding 

your child not to ride their bike or scooter  

on the playground before or after school. 

Your child must wear a helmet when riding a 

bike or scooter to and from school. 

 

Parking 

We have a received a number of calls from concerned neighbours 

about parking again. May I remind you, for the safety of your 

children and our neighbours, to park sensibly and not leave your 

car engine running.  

 

PTA  

We would like to extend a huge thank you to the PTA for the new 

set of cameras for use by the children in the classrooms to 

enhance their learning. 

http://www.sign2sing.org.uk/
http://www.signhealth.org.uk/
mailto:sign2sing@signhealth.org.uk


Reading at Heathwood 

We are very proud at Heathwood of the children’s reading progress and their love of reading.  Your continued input 

at home makes a real difference and we always really appreciate it. The expectation is that children are read to or 

heard read at home at least three times per week. We stamp diaries and award House Points for reading at home. 

In school we change reading book as per the following: 

 

Class R: Two new books every Monday and Thursday. School staff read with individual children once or twice weekly. 

Guided Group reading with a Teacher once a week. 

 

Class 1: New book every Monday, Wednesday and Friday if the previous one has been read and recorded in the 

Diary. Guided Group reading with a Teacher once a week. 

 

Class 2: New book every Monday, Wednesday and Friday if the previous one has been read and recorded in the 

Diary.  Guided Group reading with a Teacher once a week. 

 

Class 3: Children are encouraged to change their book as and when they need to. Guided Group reading with a 

Teacher once a week. 

 

Class 4: Children are expected to change their book as and when they need to. Guided Group reading with a Teacher 

once a week. 

 

Teacher led Guided Reading: During every week, each group reads once with the class teacher; carries out a 

comprehension exercise related to the story with support staff; reads independently; and takes part in a phonic or 

spelling activity using Lexia. 

 

Additionally, individual reading with a ‘Volunteer’ takes place in all classes depending on availability of volunteering 

adults. 

 

Hello again, here we are about to set off into February; how quickly time flies!  

Well I would like to say a well done to a few children who have come up with some 

ideas for the challenges … keep them coming.   

January has been a good month and there have been a stunning amount of children 

who have completed the challenges ~ well done; it will be a busy assembly this 

Wednesday. A very special mention to Harriet in Yr 4 and April, Josh and Rosie in 

Yr 2 who all become three star challengers.             The research challenge this month was a Stevie in Class 1 asked 

during a lesson; so well done him for a good question. 

February challenges: 
 

 Research challenge:  How do caterpillars drink?   
 Science challenge:  Can you pick up an ice cube with string?  There’s melting and freezing involved.  Get 

someone to take a photo of you with your ice cube attached to the string.   

 Creative challenge:  Collage a bug using any materials you like.   

 

Remember your presentation; please use a nice piece of paper and cut it out with care.   Have a super time 

challenging yourself and enjoy the half term break.       

 

Mrs Elaine Dicocco  

 

Language of the Term 

We are continuing to find out about Romania as well as learning about their language.  Mrs White has been helping 

us to find out what the country, people and animals that live there are like from some of her photographs.   

Welcome  :  Bine ati venit  (Beena ata venee) 

Thank you  :  Mulțumesc  (mooltoomesk) 

How are you?  :  Ce mai faci?  (Chem migh farch) 

Fine thank you  :  Bine, mulțumesc  (bineh mooltoomesk) 



 
Our Value in February  

is   

HAPPINESS 

 
A feeling of contentment brought about by special people, 

objects or events 

At school, as we show happiness in all our exciting activities, we will be thinking of the term 

ahead and consider how we can bring happiness to our families and friends during this time. We 

will help our pupils to realise that if everyone at Heathwood is to experience happiness, then 

every member must play their part. We will emphasise that there are many parts of the world, 

and indeed parts of our own country, which are not very happy places and we should think of 

them too. 

 

The most important thing to realise is that true happiness comes from within and that 

outside influences, such as material possessions, only provide temporary happiness. 

 

Thought for the month: ‘The happiness that you give to others is the happiness that comes 

back to you.’ 

 

At home you can ask yourselves these questions ‘What makes you truly happy?’ and ‘How can 
we help to make those around us feel happier?’  These questions should lead to some 

interesting family discussions. 

   WOW!  

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of 

Happiness at home.  

 

 

 



 
Dear Giving Tree Participant, 
 
Christmas 2019 was easily one of the best ever for the charity! The whole team at KidsOut were blown away by the fantastic 
response to the Giving Tree initiative with a record breaking 1,400 companies signing-up to the toy appeal – almost double the 
amount from 2018! This festive season was truly one to remember, with businesses and individuals from all corners of the UK 
ditching Secret Santa and donating brand new gifts to disadvantaged children instead. 
  
This overwhelming generosity meant KidsOut were able to distribute brand new toys to thousands of children in refuge over the 
Christmas period. No child should have to wake up on Christmas day without a present to unwrap and play with, and even 
receiving a simple present such as a cuddly toy, book, or board game will have made such a difference to these children and their 
families.Alongside the contribution of tens of thousands of toys, an incredible £40,000 was raised solely through Giving Tree 
monetary donations – mostly via the Gold Text Tags! 
  
KidsOut would particularly like to thank all those companies who allowed us to use their space as collection points. Without their 
support, the KidsOut Giving Tree would not have been such a huge success! These collection points were vital to the running of 
the initiative, allowing us to receive toys from companies far and wide. It is important to thank every company and individual who 
got involved in the 2019 Giving Tree. Without your generous donations none of this would have been possible. We are still 
collecting feedback from the refuges supported by the Giving Tree and will be sending out another email soon! 
  
But remember, KidsOut gives toys to disadvantaged children throughout the year and we need your help. Due to the 
unprecedented volume of toys received throughout 2020, KidsOut urgently requires teams of volunteers to audit these toys to 
ensure disadvantaged children can promptly receive these much-needed gifts. KidsOut has storage spaces in London and Luton 
and requires volunteers from to use their CSR days to help audit these toys. Click here for further information or 
email sandra.doherty@kidsout.org.uk . 
  
We will be posting information about Giving Tree 2020 soon, so be sure to stay up to date with all KidsOut news via 
our newsletter and our social media platforms. There are also lots of other ways to get involved with KidsOut! 
Visit http://www.kidsout.org.uk for more information or get in touch via info@kidsout.org.uk or 0152585252 to speak to a 
member of the team. 
  
From all of us at KidsOut we want to again thank everyone who took part in the 2019 Giving Tree. Your generosity has made a 
world of difference to the lives of some of the UK’s most disadvantaged children. 
 
Best wishes, 

The KidsOut Team  

The Town Mayor, Cllr Dave Bowater 
Invites you to his Charity Quiz Night 

Brooklands Social Club, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 3PQ 
On Friday 7th February 2020 at 7:30 

To include supper. 
 

 

 

  

https://www.kidsout.org.uk/csr-toys/
http://sandra.doherty@kidsout.org.uk/
https://www.kidsout.org.uk/contact-us/
http://www.kidsout.org.uk/
http://info@kidsout.org.uk/

