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What a busy month January was!  It is a real pleasure for me to spend time looking at fantastic learning and 

watching lots of progress being made. I have scrutinised all the data and I have met with all the teachers to look at 

the progress that each child has made. Where children have made accelerated progress, I send home a very special 

‘Praise Postcard’ to share the good news with you. Look out for them in the post. 

 

Interim reports will be sent home on Friday 22nd February and Parents’ Evening meetings will take place after half 

term. We look forward to seeing all of you, as this is an opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress and look 

at their work - appointment letters to follow. 

 

We have suffered from a lot of bugs and viruses this half term and attendance was low in January – 95.97%. The 

national expectation is now 96.10%.  I’m hoping that the half term break will give us all a chance to recover and 

attendance will improve again. Having said that, may I remind you that if your child has been vomiting or has 

diarrhoea, you must keep them off school for 48hrs to reduce spreading the germs. With the interim report, there 

will be a detailed page showing your child’s attendance from 5th September 2018 - 31st January 2019. Please 

remember, classroom doors open at 8:55am and close at 9:00am. If you are late, please bring your child to the 

Office where we will mark him/her in and escort them to class. Lateness after 9:05am is unauthorised. 

  

Have a super month and restful half term. 

Susanne Dove  

Head Teacher 

Pre-School News 

Whilst we have not yet had a great deal of snow (thank heavens!) our children still 

enjoyed the little bit that stayed on our artificial grass and were keen to wrap up warm 

and go outside to play and learn.   

Please can you help us!  We have sent home lots of our Pre-School spare clothes and they 

have not been returned … we have very little left.  If you do find you have some clothes 

you don’t recognise, please could you return them to us, as all the children do sometimes 

have little accidents.  Also please remember to pack wipes and at least one spare set of clothes for your child in 

their backpack, thank you.  

Procedures for Inclement Weather 

As we are approaching the time when we have traditionally had some severe weather, I would like to remind you of 

our procedures. 

If there is an extremely heavy snowfall, the decision to close the school will be made as soon as possible. We do not 

take the decision to close lightly; however, the roads to the school can become very dangerous and I do have to 

maintain safe staff:children ratios. I always consult with the Chair of Governors, Mrs Paula Bangs, and our Site 

Agent, Mr Simon Clowes, who both live locally, before we decide to close the school. 

The presumption is that school is always open (if it is safe to do so) unless we have alerted you via text or the 

website. Please note that a message will NOT be sent to let you know the school is open.  

When the weather is very cold, the playground and paths around the school can be dangerously icy. We 

will, of course, salt the pathways, but may I remind you to walk carefully. If it is safe for us to open on 

severely snowy days, our procedure is that the Heath Road and Chiltern Gardens gates ONLY will be 

open, Mr Clowes will grit a direct path to the school and children can enter via the front Office or 

Library doors.  

When the weather is bad, we hope to take the children out to play for short periods of time. Therefore, please 

ensure your child is sent to school with appropriate outdoor clothes, i.e., gloves, hat and warm coat. They also need 

a change of footwear, preferably snow boots or wellies and warm socks. 



Mile a Day running track news… 

We now have a number of quotes for our 

proposed running track and have placed a joint bid with other 

schools in Leighton Buzzard for funding from the Healthy Pupils 

Capital Fund (Sugar Tax). If the bid is successful, we will have 

raised enough and be able to start work asap.We will keep you 

posted. 

Playground Safety 

A reminder - please ensure the safety of all 

our children, parents and carers by reminding 

your child not to ride their bike or scooter on 

the playground before or after school. 

Your child must wear a helmet when riding a 

bike or scooter to and from school. 

Dates for your Diary 

February 

4th PTA Meeting 7.00pm at school 

5th  Safer Internet Day 

5th Class R visiting Dovery Down 

for Chinese New Year 

8th Sign2Sing (£1 donation) 

11th- 15th Half Term 

19th Phonics Meeting for Parents 

9.00am and 5.00pm 

22nd Class 2 Assembly 9.00am 

22nd Lord Baden Powell Day 

22nd Mid Year Reports home 

25th Feb - 8th March Fairtrade 

Fortnight 

26th Parents’ Evening 

27th  Class 4 trip to Holdenby 

House 

28th Class 2 trip to Roald Dahl 

Museum 

28th Parents’ Evening 

March 

1st Fairtrade Coffee Morning 9am 

7th World Book Day 

15th Comic Relief Day (Red Nose) 

20th – 27th Book Fair 3.30pm 

21st Class 4 Residential meeting 

for parents 3.30pm 

22nd Class 1 Assembly 9.00am 

29th Mothers’ Day Coffee Morning 

9.00am 

April 

4th Mufti Day for winning house 

5th End of Term 

World Thinking Day (Lord Baden Powell Day) 

 Children are invited to wear their Brownie, Cub, Rainbow or Beaver uniform as 

we celebrate Lord Baden Powell day on Friday 22nd February. 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Fairtrade Fortnight is a national campaign to raise awareness of Fairtrade. As 

the only Gold Level Fairtrade School in Leighton/Linslade, we know lots about 

Fairtrade and are always keen to share our learning with others. We will be 

involved in lots of activities during the two weeks and would like to invite you 

to join us for the Coffee morning on Friday 1st March @ 9am 

 
Phonics Screening meeting for 

Parents 

Mr Dicker, Miss Candler and the 

children from Class 1 will be holding a 

meeting on Tuesday 19th February @ 

9am and 5pm to demonstrate how we 

teach Phonics at Heathwood and talk 

about how you can support at home.  

All Parents from Class 1 and Class R 

are very welcome - please see separate 

letter. There will be a coffee morning 

following the morning meeting. 

 

Headphones 

Please provide a set of headphones 

for your child to leave in school for 

use with Lexia. 

All children in Classes 1 to 4 use the 

online Lexia programme at least 3 

times each week in school. As the 

programme is tailor made to work at 

each childs’ pace, everyone in the 

class is likely to be on a different 

page which can be very noisy!! 

World Book Day 

 World Book day is on  

Thursday 7th March.  We would like to 

invite children to dress up as a book or 

poetry character and be ready to talk 

about their favourite character. We 

will be sharing lots of poetry and 

encourage children to bring their 

favourite poem or poetry book from 

home. 

‘The Book People’ book fair will be in 

school from Wednesday 20th March 

until Wednesday 27th March @ 3.30 in 

the school hall or library. 

Sign2Sing 

This year we have again signed up to 

take part in Sign2Sing which is a 

fantastic fundraising activity, raising 

money to help vulnerable deaf 

children in the UK and Uganda. This 

year we will be learning a Take That 

song with signs and will perform the 

song to raise money for Sign2sing on 

Friday 8th February. We will accept 

donations of £1 on the day. 

Have a look at the sign2sing website 

Sign2sing.org.uk 

Parking 

We have a received a number of calls from concerned neighbours about parking again. May I remind you, for the 

safety of your children and our neighbours, to park sensibly and not leave your car engine running. ‘The Star’ Public 

House has kindly offered for you to park in their car park to reduce congestion around school. 



Reading at Heathwood 

We are very proud at Heathwood of the children’s reading progress and their love of reading.  Your continued input 

at home makes a real difference and we always really appreciate it. The expectation is that children are read to or 

heard read at home at least three times per week. We stamp diaries and award House Points for reading at home. 

In school we change reading book as per the following: 

 

Class R: 2 new books every Monday and Thursday. School staff read with individual children once or twice weekly. 

Guided Group reading with a Teacher once a week. 

 

Class 1: New book every Monday, Wednesday and Friday if the previous one has been read and recorded in the 

Diary. Guided Group reading with a Teacher once a week. 

 

Class 2: New book every Monday, Wednesday and Friday if the previous one has been read and recorded in the 

Diary.  Guided Group reading with a Teacher once a week. 

 

Class 3: Children are encouraged to change their book as and when they need to. Guided Group reading with a 

Teacher once a week. 

 

Class 4: Children are expected to change their book as and when they need to. Guided Group reading with a Teacher 

once a week. 

 

Teacher led Guided Reading: During every week, each group reads once with the class teacher; carries out a 

comprehension exercise related to the story with support staff; reads independently; and takes part in a phonic or 

spelling activity using Lexia. 

 

Additionally, individual reading with a ‘Volunteer’ takes place in all classes depending on availability of volunteering 

adults. 

 

Safer Internet Day 

We will be taking part in National Safer Internet Day on 

Tuesday 5th February. Please look on our website for 

some new information about E-Safety. 

PTA 

The PTA have very kindly donated £150 per class to 

support the cost of Trips and Visits, thus reducing the 

price to all families. Thank you PTA  

Hello again and welcome back to another set of challenges which will be 

introduced to the children this Wednesday.  Last month we had a record 

number of challenges returned; the children clearly enjoyed the word 

challenges, but I also have to sing the praises of the children who have showed 

imagination and creativity with their slides and dinosaurs … we have had 2D 

and 3D dinsoaurs, and all the slides worked very well!  We also need to give special mention to Freddie N in Year 1 

and Maisy N in Year 3 who have completed all three challenges, so they are our three star challengers.                           

 

This month’s challenges are here: 
  

 Maths challenge:  Can you solve the number problems; there are some missing numbers on a number 

line (but you have to solve the pattern first) and missing numbers on a honeycomb pattern – get your 

brains buzzing! 

 Matchbox challenge:  How many things can you fit in a matchbox?  Please only include one of each 

thing … how many small things can you find?  Make a list of what is inside to help you count. 

 Can you make a mini tornado in a bottle?  It only takes a little bit of research, a few household 

items and some practise … have fun and I look forward to trying them out! 
 

     

Have a super time challenging yourself and enjoy the rest of the month!   

Mrs Elaine Dicocco 

 

 



Language of the Term - Chinese  

你好 Nǐ hǎo.  We are continuing our learning about the Chinese people and their country.  So far we have only 

had one child who has found and shared with the school, something about China; please encourage your child/ren to 

find out something for our Language board and earn themselves some house points!  We have added to our 

vocabulary with: 

Welcome : 欢迎 Huānyíng   (pronounced one-ying) 

Thank you : 谢谢 Xièxiè   (pronounced si si-eh) 

How are you? : 你好吗? Nǐ hǎo ma?   (pronounced nee haow mah?) 

Fine thank you : 好的，谢谢 Hǎo de, xièxiè   (pronounced Haow duh si-si-eh) 

 

Value of February - Happiness  Words of the month – centre, 

increase, forward  
 

 

Our Value in February  

is   

HAPPINESS 

 
A feeling of contentment brought about by special people, 

objects or events 

 

At school, as we show happiness in all our exciting activities, 

we will be thinking of the term ahead and consider how we can 

bring happiness to our families and friends during this time. We will help our pupils to realise 

that if everyone at Heathwood is to experience happiness, then every member must play 

their part. We will emphasise that there are many parts of the world, and indeed parts of 

our own country, which are not very happy places and we should think of them too.  

 

The most important thing to realise is that true happiness comes from within and that 

outside influences, such as material possessions, only provide temporary happiness. 

 

Thought for the month: ‘The happiness that you give to others is the happiness that comes 

back to you.’ 

 

At home you can ask yourselves these questions ‘What makes you truly happy?’ and ‘How can 
we help to make those around us feel happier?’  These questions should lead to some 

interesting family discussions. 
 

 



   WOW!  

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of 

Happiness at home.  

 

 

 

Community News 

One of the Year 6 Fulbrook Middle School pupils, Harry Banks, has recently undergone surgery.  His family is 
raising money for him to have specialised treatment abroad.  Harry's appeal is called "Mad About Harry". 
 
We have been asked to share the links below so that as wide an audience can be reached as possible to help 
Harry's cause.  Harry's family is very happy for us to spread the word and are very appreciative. 
 

 

MAD About Harry - URGENT APPEAL - gofundme.com 
www.gofundme.com 

Heather Mead needs your help today! MAD About Harry - URGENT APPEAL - Thank you for taking the time to visit 

this GoFundMe page. Harry Banks is a ten-year-old bubbly, smiley, very cheeky, but completely adorable boy. In late 

2014 we were given the devastating news that Harry had Stage 4 Neuroblastoma, a very rare and aggressive 

children’s cancer. 

 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/madaboutharrybts 

 

Help raise £15,000 to help Harry fight against 

Neuroblastoma and raise £500,000 for a ground-

breaking trial. Teachers at Fulbrook are raising 

money for Harry. 
www.justgiving.com 

Weʼre raising money to help Harry fight against Neuroblastoma and 

raise £500,000 for a ground-breaking trial. Teachers at Fulbrook are 

raising money for Harry.. Support this JustGiving Crowdfunding Page. 

 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/madaboutharry
https://www.gofundme.com/madaboutharry
http://www.gofundme.com/
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/madaboutharrybts
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/madaboutharrybts
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/madaboutharrybts
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/madaboutharrybts
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/madaboutharrybts
http://www.justgiving.com/


St Leonard’s Holiday Club 

 

POST-CHRISTMAS PARTY 
in St Leonard’s Church Hall followed by a Picnic 

 
Bring a packed lunch, cold drinks provided 

 

WEDNESDAY 13th February 

10-12noon 

 
Activities for 3-10 year olds. 

3-6 year olds with accompanying adult 
 

Lots of Party Fun- Games. 

There will be a Magic and Puppet Show 

by Krisgar Entertainments 

 
 

Early Booking Essential, limited spaces – phone: 
Rosemary Young 01525 237345 

or Vera Paul 01525 375095 

 

 
 


