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Well, December 1st arrives and Christmas begins in earnest this week!

Thursday 1st December is our traditional Awe and Wonder Day.  We all spend

the day using our cutting and fine motor skills in preparation for Christmas

(glitter at the ready!)

We finish the day with  a whole school Awe and Wonder assembly and each class

going up separately to hang their creations and decorate the tree in the Hall.

We will be totalling all House Points from this term and one house will be invited to wear

Mufti on Thursday 15
th

December.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support this term, and we

wish you all a very safe and festive Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Susanne Dove and Jackie Wright

Christmas at Heathwood

Christmas is a very busy time here and we’d like to take this

opportunity to outline some of the events that take place

for those of you who are new to Heathwood.

Christmas Post Boxes - Post Boxes for the children to post their

Christmas cards in, will arrive in each class this year on Thursday 1st

December. These will be emptied every 2-3 days. Please write the

Class, as well as the name, on the envelope to help with delivery. Last

collection will be Wednesday 14th December.

Christmas Dinner - Wednesday 7th December. All staff will join their class of children to

enjoy a super traditional Christmas Dinner which is prepared and cooked on-site by our lovely

kitchen staff. A letter has already been sent out.

Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 9th December. Wear school uniform

but with a Christmas jumper instead of your school jumper or cardigan.

This is a Save the Children event - We have set up a Just Giving page

where you can donate directly to Save the Children and include Gift Aid!

Just following the link below:

https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copy

Link&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&u

tm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5

https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5
https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5
https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5
https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5


PTA Christmas Fayre - Friday 9th December 3.30-5.00pm

Come and join us for festive fun, food and games .There will also be a visit from Olaf and

Friends!

Christmas Performances ‘Twas The Night Before Christmas

Tuesday 13th & Thursday 15th @ 2pm Wednesday 14th @ 6pm (Classes R-4) Letter has been

sent out to order tickets.

Pre-School News

Hello, again. This half term the children have really been enjoying exploring different fairy

tales from playing what's the time MR WOLF, to building the three little pigs homes. In order

to support language we have started teaching the children a Sign of the week.

On the preschool door you will see what we are working on each week. We have

been talking to the children about Oral health and made a few changes to our

snacks and celebrations. The children have all taken home a

Brushing Chart and proudly  showed us they have filled it in

and have been rewarded with a sticker. Wanted:Please could

we have old technology e.g. phones, cameras, calculators etc

to add to our role play area and spare trousers. Over the last few weeks

we have introduced the daily mile (1/2 mile). The children have really

enjoyed running, jogging, skipping and sometimes walking round the track.

We have only managed four times round the track but we will keep practising till we can do

the whole mile.

Dates for your Diary

December

1st - Awe and Wonder Day

1st - Christmas Post Boxes arrive

1st- Heathwood Giving Tree

6th - Y3 Trip Natural History Museum

6th - Class R Choir singing at the Knolls

7th - Children’s Christmas Dinner

8th - Y4 All SaintsChurch Carol Concert 2pm

(children only)

9th - Wear a Christmas Jumper for charity

(£1 donation using Just Giving Link)

9th - PTA Christmas Fayre 3.30-5.00pm

13th - 2pm Christmas Show

14th - 6pm Christmas Show

15th - Hot Chocolate with Headteachers (by

invitation only)

15th -  Christmas Show 2pm

15th - Mufti Day for winning house

16th - Outside Achievement Assembly ( all

certificates/ Medals in school by 14th )

16th - Walk to St Leonards Church for

Christmas Service 2pm ( all welcome)

16th - Last Day of Term

January

2nd - Bank Holiday

3rd - INSET DAY

4th - Children Back to School

Heathwood Giving Tree 2022

KidsOut’s Giving Tree initiative

invites you to buy a toy for a child

in a local refuge home. Many of

the recipients are children who

have escaped domestic violence,

being forced to flee their homes

quickly and leave their possessions

behind. Without a Giving Tree,

these children may not otherwise

receive a gift at Christmas.

In the lead up to Christmas, decorative tags with a

child’s name* and age are placed on our tree at the

Christmas Fayre. You are invited to take a tag and use

the QR code to buy the present or buy a gift of your

choice and bring it in with the tag. If you are not

attending the Fayre please come to the office and we

will take you to the tree.

Please don’t wrap your gift but bring it to school by

Tuesday 13th December and place it under the tree.

We deliver all the gifts to KidsOut in Leighton

Buzzard who will distribute to the children in local

refuges.

*Please note the names are fictional to protect the identity of the

children in refuge, however all toys donated will go to real children

in refuge.



Council News

Eco-Council celebrated National Tree Week by planting some trees from The Woodland

Trust in our grounds. It was hard and wet work but we look forward to seeing them grow! We

also signed up to The Charter for Trees, Woods and People which commits to plant for the

future, sustain landscapes rich in wildlife and celebrate the power of trees to inspire. See our

section on the website for a full copy of the charter.

As global citizens, we are also going to write to a school in Uganda to see how climate change

is affecting their community.

School Council are promoting Christmas Jumper Day again this year, no one needs to spend

lots of money, any festive or glittery top or jumper will be perfect. Please remember to make

a donation to Save the Children via the Just Giving page.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copy

Link&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&u

tm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5

School Council have decided to trial removing the waste bins from the playground in order to

encourage children to use the compost bins for fruit waste. (If you have any rubbish whilst

you are on the playground, please take it home with you.)

Fairtrade Council have also met for the second time. The council members wrote messages

for our two sponsored children and a Christmas Card has been sent to both children.

Governors News

We supported the PTA Quiz night in November by fielding a very successful team!  A really

enjoyable evening, good company - good food - great entertainment value. We hope those of

you who attended enjoyed it as much as we did.

We were also very proud to see how well Class 4 represented us at the schools Remembrance

Service in Church Square.

Reception class will be visiting the Knolls Nursing Home on 6th December to sing Carols to the

residents and Governors have been invited to join them.  We very much look forward to this

festive event.

On a more serious note, we have been finalising the schools vision statement, reviewing school

policies and observing lessons in the different classes that have been allocated to us.

Parents, we need your help!

We notice that very few parents have given a response on Heathwood’s Parentview. A

governor would normally speak with you on parents' evenings about this, now that these

continue to be successfully carried out virtually, it does not give us the opportunity to do so.

Could we please ask that you take the time to click on this link

https://mobile.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ and complete the form, it will only take you a few

moments.  Let’s set you a target of at least 50 responses before the January Newsletter and

we’ll let you know if we manage to reach it!

Clerk to Governors

We are looking for a Clerk to Governors. Do you know anyone who has

Secretarial/Administration skills who would be interested?  Why not contact the office for

further information at office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk

https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5
https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5
https://www.justgiving.com/page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=one_page&utm_content=page/heathwood-lower-school-1668689865470&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=0e504423e5dd4add938827d6036273e5
https://mobile.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:office@heathwood.beds.sch.uk


Staffing

We wish Mr Wilkins well as he retires at the end of term after 27 years of teaching!

We are delighted to announce that we have appointed Miss Natalie Carter as Class Teacher

from January. Natalie is an experienced teacher and is looking forward to joining our team.

We hope that the children will have a chance to meet her again before the end of term.

December challenges

November’s challenge was a huge success and I received lots of fabulous

ideas.  They have been on display in the hall for everyone to see.

This month, the challenges have been set by two of our children.

Oliver in Year 4 would like everyone to design their own snow globe. If you

wanted, it could be a festive snow globe which reflects the time of year. You could draw your

design, or paint it or we wondered whether you could even have a go at making it. Have a go

and see what you can come up with.

Luis in Year 3 has suggested that a good challenge for everyone would be to design and create

their own version of Santa’s sleigh. This sounds like an amazing challenge at this time of year

and we cannot wait to see what you come up with. I wonder what super things you could

include on your sleigh.

Have fun and we look forward to seeing your creations. Bring your designs and creations into

me and I will put them on display in the hall for you.

Get creative - Paul Dicker

Well Done Polly!

Polly in Year 3 rode 8 miles (because she is 8) for Children in Need. She has so far

raised over £300 for the charity.

This was all her own idea, her determination and her wanting to do something for charity.

We are very proud of you Polly!



Well Done Esme!

Esme from Year 2 ran 5k in the annual Santa Dash held in

Leighton Buzzard on Saturday 26th November. Not only did she

finish in 40 minutes she raised an

amazing £420 for KidsOut, supporting

children in refuge this Christmas.

Charity News

Thank you for all the kind donations and money that you have helped raise this term for

charity.  All your Harvest gifts were donated to the Leighton-Linslade Helpers and they were

very grateful for our support.

Jeans for Genes raised £118.41 by wearing denim to school, and the Children in Need ‘Wear

Spots’ raised £202.50

Well done  everyone!

Our Value for December is

Patience
"Wait your turn." "Wait 'til you're bigger." We often ask children to

be patient, but developing this value takes time.

It’s hard to wait for things! Many children find it hard to be

PATIENT.

Patience is the ability to endure a difficult situation without complaining. It means showing

self-control and staying calm in the face of frustration or boredom. When you're patient, you

understand that some things are worth waiting for. But patience isn’t only passive waiting - it

means persevering when things get tough. Adults as well as children often get frustrated if

they don’t see immediate results. But at any age it's important to wait for the right time to

speak or act.

The question we ask when we explore any of our focus values in assembly is, How will

developing this value in my life change my thinking and behaviour?’

Patience is a value which can have a hugely positive effect on ourselves and those around us.



WOW! Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Patience at

home.



Community News

Warm Space

St. Leonard’s Church Hall will be open on Monday 12 and 19 December from 9.30am to 1.00pm

as a warm space for local residents to come and sit somewhere warm to avoid putting the

heating on at home. Everyone is welcome to come along and meet others over a hot drink and a

biscuit or two. There will be books and jigsaw puzzles for the adults along with toys for the

children. The hall has disabled access and toilet facilities as well as space to move around. For

more information please contact the Parish Office or visit: www.saintleonardschurch.com

Please see below flyer for Chums workshops

http://www.saintleonardschurch.com/











