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Well, December 1st arrives and Christmas begins in earnest this week!

Wednesday 1st December is our traditional Christmas Decorations Day.  We all

spend the day using our cutting and fine motor skills in preparation for

Christmas (glitter at the ready!)

We finish the day with each class coming separately to bring their creations and

decorate the tree in the Hall.

We will be totalling all House Points from this term and one house will be invited to wear

Mufti on Thursday 16
th

December.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody for their understanding and support

during these difficult times, and we wish you all a very safe and festive Christmas and a

Happy New Year and hope that you are able to spend time with your loved ones.

Jackie Wright

Christmas at Heathwood

Christmas is a very busy time here and we’d like to take this opportunity to outline some of

the events that take place for those of you who are new to Heathwood. This year we have had

to adapt our usual plans in order to keep everyone as safe as we can:

Christmas Post Boxes - Post Boxes for the children to post their Christmas cards in, will

arrive in each class this year on Wednesday 1st December. These will be emptied every 2-3

days.  Please write the Class, as well as the name, on the envelope to help with delivery. Last

collection will be Wednesday 15th December.

Christmas Performances (Class R and Pre-School) (Classes 1-4) - As usual, Classes 1-4 are

planning a performance using our whole school December Text. This year our text is ‘The

Good Little Christmas Tree’. Class R and Pre-School are performing ‘We’re Going on a Baby

Hunt’. As we are unable to perform altogether and invite you to the live performance, we are

creating virtual performances (Pre-Sch and Class R) and (Classes 1-4) which you will be able to

view at home via a ‘one time’ downloadable link. Please look out for communication from your

child’s class to let you know about their part and any costume requirements. Please DO NOT

feel obliged to spend money on a costume - we can do a lot with a T-shirt and joggers or

leggings, a pillowcase or a T-towel!

Christmas Dinner - Wednesday 15th December. All staff will join their class of children to

enjoy a super traditional Christmas Dinner which is prepared and cooked on-site by our lovely

kitchen staff. Christmas crackers will be provided. A letter has already been sent out -

please return the slip for ALL children (even if your child is entitled to Universal free School

Meals - Classes R, 1 and 2) so the kitchen know how many to cater for.

Class Parties - Friday 17th December (in place of school Pantomime).

Nothing is required from parents.



Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 17th December. Wear school uniform but with a

Christmas jumper instead of your school jumper or cardigan. This is a Save the Children

event - please bring £1 to support this charity or donate directly online to Save the Children

(not to the school bank account please).

Pre-School News

Goodness how time has flown; we will soon be starting our

learning and activities around the traditional story of ‘The

Nativity’ as well as discovering the antics of the Pre-School

Christmas Elf.  Before we commence on our exploration and

learning about the Nativity, here are a couple of photos of our

recent learning.  We all went on a lovely Autumn walk around the

school grounds collecting leaves for later exploration … we ended up

talking about them; what was the same and different, how big or small

they were and then we had fun painting them!

We will have some new children starting in Pre-School in January and

our numbers are very high with only one or two sessions available.  We

will be encouraging our well established children to welcome our new

starters and show them the Heathwood Way.  We hope you all have fun

during the build up to Christmas!

Dates for your Diary

December

1st - Christmas Decorations Day

1st - Christmas Post Boxes arrive

10th - PTA Christmas Fayre 3.30-5.00pm

Please note NEW DATE.

15th - Children’s Christmas Dinner

16th - Mufti Day for winning house

17th - Wear a Christmas Jumper for

charity (£1 donation)

17th - Class Christmas Parties

17th - Last Day of Term

January

3rd - Bank Holiday

4th - INSET dAY

5th - Children Back to School

School Gates and Security Reminder

The gates will be open in the mornings

between 8:55-9:05 Remember: school starts at

9.00am

and in the afternoons: 3:25-3:35pm.

The arrangements at the school gates will

continue into the Spring Term. Please continue to

wear a mask and stay socially distanced.

Council News

Eco-Council met for the first time this academic year and agreed to apply for Green Flag

status for the school. As part of this process, we will be creating an environmental review. As

part of this review we wanted to highlight the things which we do in school to support our

environment by reducing consumption, reusing items or recycling. We have: A Recycling bin

for clothes, books and toys; A Recycling bin for batteries; A Recycling box for ink cartridges

and we even recycle coffee pods from the staff room! We have no single use plastic in school

and in the kitchen we use reusable and recyclable pudding pots and lids. In the school grounds

we have made a safe environment for bees and homes for minibeasts.

School Council are promoting Christmas Jumper Day again this year, no one needs to spend

lots of money, any festive or glittery top or jumper will be perfect. Please remember to make

a donation to Save the Children.



Fairtrade Council have also met for the first time.  The council members wrote messages for

our two sponsored children and a Christmas Card has been sent to both children.  We are

planning to deliver a virtual assembly about Fairtrade in the Spring Term.

PTA and the School Garden

The PTA have been very busy working

on clearing the new School Garden. This

is the PTA project for this year and we

hope to create a beautiful space for

the children to plant some flowers and

vegetables.  Eventually, we would also

like to add a wildlife pond to the area

so the children can study this habitat.

If you would like to get involved, please

get in touch. Keep an eye on the new

PTA noticeboard on the playground for

upcoming gardening dates and come

along for an hour or two and help us get

this project under way.

PTA Christmas Fayre

We were really hoping that we would be able to run

a Christmas Fayre without restrictions this year,

however, our wish was not granted! We have had to

postpone for a week, and to keep everyone safe,

the Christmas Fayre will run outside on the

playground. On Friday 10
th

December we will have

the choir singing on the playground, game stalls, a

tombola, a raffle and refreshments including hot

chocolate!  The Fayre will begin at 3:30pm and we

will even have a special visit from St Nicholas

himself.  Grotto tickets and raffle tickets are on

sale now, letters have gone home in book bags. If

you have any queries, please email the PTA –

heathwoodpta@gmail.com

We have only had a few responses to our November challenges so a mention

in our newsletter to all the children that took part: A special mention

should go to Morgan (Class 2) and his sister Olivia (Pre-School) Freddie N

(Class 4) and Carina (Class 2) who are becoming regular challengers, they

clearly enjoy all the challenges! Well done to Polly (Class 2) and Ava L

(Class 2) for their fireworks in a jar and Alyssia (Class 4). Also to Tom

(Class R) for his shape challenge mouse.

Great work!

December challenges:

● Creative:  Design and create your own Christmas card. Please present this as a card

using a sheet of A4 card folded in half.  Think about what you would like to see on a

Christmas card; it can be modern or traditional.  There are some examples for you to

think about in the hall.  Again you could use paint, collage, pastels … it is entirely up to

you to choose what works best.  Perhaps you could also design your own insert and

message for it too.

● Construction:  Build a Lego penguin. Using any amount of bricks, make it as big as you

like and capture it on camera so that you can send it in to me without your Lego bricks

running the risk of getting lost.  Again there are lots of examples on the challenge display

board.

Have a super time challenging yourself and I hope to see more of you completing the

challenges this month … enjoy!

Mrs Elaine Dicocco

All entries are displayed on the Challenge Display in the Hall. Every child who enters into the

challenge will be awarded a Bright Ideas certificate and a small prize by Mrs Dicocco during

the good work assembly.



Charity News

Thank you for all the kind donations and money that you have helped raise this term for

charity.  All your Harvest gifts were donated to the Leighton-Linslade Helpers and they were

very grateful for our support.

Jeans for Genes raised £118.90 by wearing denim to school, and the Children in Need ‘Wear

Spots’ raised £176.75.

Well done  everyone!

Our Value for December is

Patience
"Wait your turn." "Wait 'til you're bigger." We often ask children to

be patient, but developing this value takes time.

It’s hard to wait for things! Many children find it hard to be

PATIENT.

Patience is the ability to endure a difficult situation without complaining. It means showing

self-control and staying calm in the face of frustration or boredom. When you're patient, you

understand that some things are worth waiting for. But patience isn’t only passive waiting - it

means persevering when things get tough. Adults as well as children often get frustrated if

they don’t see immediate results. But at any age it's important to wait for the right time to

speak or act.

The question we ask when we explore any of our focus values in assembly is, How will

developing this value in my life change my thinking and behaviour?’

Patience is a value which can have a hugely positive effect on ourselves and those around us.

WOW! Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Patience at

home.



Community News







Supporting Children with Angry Feelings

Please see information below on a Parent Webinar being delivered by Rebecca
Gooch (Emotional Wellbeing Practitioner) on supporting children with angry

feelings:

A FREE virtual webinar for parents and carers to support children with angry feelings
We have all experienced the feeling of anger and most of us know that at times it can feel

uncomfortable or overwhelming.
This webinar looks at the role of anger, how it affects our body and brain and offers

strategies and resources to support your child and family to better navigate these difficult
feelings.

There will be an opportunity for any questions at the end.
Tuesday 7th December 10.30 – 11.30am

To book your place go to
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-children-with-angry-feelings-tickets-209832914897

Kind regards,

Amanda McDonald
Community Partner for Leighton Buzzard

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/supporting-children-with-angry-feelings-tickets-209832914897



