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Well, December arrives and Christmas begins in earnest next week! 

On Monday we will hold our traditional Christmas Decorations Day and our Awe and Wonder 

celebration assembly. We all spend the day using cutting and fine motor skills in 

preparation for Christmas (glitter at the ready!)  We finish the day with an Awe and 

Wonder assembly and every child brings a creation to decorate the tree in the Hall. 

We are looking forward to having a great time at Heathwood’s Christmas Fayre on Friday 

7th December, please see the PTA letters and their Facebook page for more details. I 

hope you are able to join us and support the hard work of our PTA, we will be starting with 

carols and mulled wine on the playground at 3.30pm. 

We will be totalling all house points from this term and one house will be invited to wear 

Mufti on Wednesday 19th December. 

We wish you all a very festive Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Susanne Dove 

Christmas at Heathwood 

Christmas is a very busy time here and I to take this opportunity to outline some of the 

events that take place for those of wanted you who are new to Heathwood: 

Christmas Post Box - We have a post box which opens in the Library on 3rd December for 

the children to post their Christmas Cards in. Every day the box will be opened by Class 4 

and the cards will be delivered. (Please write the Class, as well as the name, on the envelope 

to help with delivery.) 

Christmas Decoration Day (3rd December)   

Christmas Performance (Classes 1-4 Dress Rehearsal) -This is the ‘first run’ and a 

chance to perform to Class R and Pre-School as their audience. 

Christmas Performance (Classes 1-4) - Two performances, an afternoon at 2pm with a 

crèche and an evening at 6pm for adults only. Please make sure you order your tickets. 

Nativity Performance (Class R and Pre-School) - Parents and grandparents from Class R 

(and Pre School children who are taking part) are welcome at 2pm. Please make sure you 

order your tickets. 

Christmas Panto - M&M Productions comes to Heathwood to entertain the children with a 

traditional pantomime – this year it is to be Robin Hood. This event is part funded by the 

PTA, so we are able to keep the cost down for parents. 

Christmas Dinner - All staff join the children to enjoy a super traditional Christmas dinner 

which is prepared and cooked on-site by our kitchen staff. Christmas crackers are included. 

Please return the slip for ALL children having a school Christmas dinner, so the kitchen who 

how many to cater for. 

Christmas Jumper Day - Wear school uniform but with a Christmas jumper instead of 

your school jumper or cardigan. This is a Save the Children event - please bring £1 to 

support this charity.  

Carol Service at St Leonard’s Church- We walk to St Leonard’s Church for a Christmas 

Service at 2pm led by Class 4. Parents and carers are welcome to join us for the service 

and the walk (please let the School office know and be at school by 1.45pm).  However, 

please note that it is a very small church and guests are limited to standing room at the 

back of the church or seating in the gallery. 



 

Dates for your Diary 

December 

7th Out of School Achievement 

Assembly 

7th PTA Christmas Fayre 3.30-6pm 

11th  Class R trip to Dell Farm 

11th  Christmas Performance with 

crèche 2pm 

12th Children’s Christmas Dinner 

13th  Pantomime – Robin Hood 

13th  Christmas  Performance 

Adults only 6pm 

14th  Class 4 Carol Concert at All 

Saints 

17th Choir singing at Swiss Cottage 

18th  Class R/Pre-School Nativity 

Performance 2pm 

19th  Mufti Day for winning house 

20th  Wear a Christmas Jumper for 

charity (£1) 

20th Class R/Pre-School Get 

Together 

20th Carol Service at St Leonard’s 

Church 2pm 

20th Last Day of Term 

January 

3rd  INSET day  

4th  Back to School 

 

Holidays in Term time 

Message from Central Bedfordshire… 

"It is a myth that missing school even for a short time is 

harmless to a child's education”. 

"Our evidence shows missing the equivalent of just one 

week a year from school can mean a child is significantly 

less likely to achieve good GCSE grades, having a lasting 

effect on their life chances." 

I am pleased to say that our attendance at Heathwood is 

good; we aim for 96% and currently our whole school 

attendance this term is 96.60% 

Thank you and well done everybody - keep it up! 

School Gates and Security Reminder 

The gates from Cotefield Drive and Heath Rd will be 

open in the mornings between 7:50-8:15 and 8:40-9:10 

and in the afternoons: 3:15-3:45. Reminder, the bell 

goes at 8:55 and doors close at 9:00. After that you 

need to register your child at the School Office. 

Wanted… 

If you are having a tidy up before or after Christmas, we 

are on the lookout for Lego, Duplo, small vehicles and 

Lego/Playmobil sized people for our children to play with 

at playtimes. Any donations would be gratefully received. 

Job Vacancies 

We are currently looking for a Relief Midday Supervisor 

to join our fabulous team. If you are interested, or know 

anyone who is, please call in at the office for an 

application form. 

Pre-School News 
We have had some new children join us this half term and they have settled 

very well; welcome to Autumn, Gian Luca and Anaya.  As you can see, for 

Children in Need Day, we had fun hunting for spots outside in our Pre-School 

garden and we all got to take home a Pudsey sticker!   

We have continued to enjoy our learning and our photo boards (us as babies 

and another of our pets) have given us lots to talk about.  If you haven’t sent 

a photograph in yet, please hurry and we will try and make sure it gets up on 

the board before we start Christmas.   

Parent View 

Thank you to all those parents who kindly filled in the Parent View questionnaire at Parents 

Evening. Both parents are entitled to give their feedback annually, please go to 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/  

Charity 

Thank you…for the kind donations and money that you have raised this term for charity.  

All your Harvest gifts were donated to the Leighton Buzzard Food Bank at The Black Horse 

and they were very grateful for our continued support. The Poppy Appeal raised £69.45  

and the Children in Need ‘Spotacular’ raised £258.48. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 

The School Councils at the Houses of 

Parliament 
“We all met at Leighton Buzzard station and waited for 

the fast train to take us to Euston.  We then went to 

the underground tube station and after 3 stops we 

were at Green Park. The tube was very hot! We had a 5 

minute walk to the Houses of Parliament. We went to 

the Houses of Lords and Commons and learnt a fact 

about the House of Commons – anyone can go in, except 

the Queen, and if there are not enough seats you have 

to stand or sit on the ground! We went to the Queen’s 

Robing Room and there is a secret toilet that only the 

Queen and the cleaner know about!  Just to say, I 

thought it was so much fun!!” Phoebe, Class 4 
See the School Website Galleries for photos.  

 

School Games Gold Award 

We have 

now 

received 

our 

School 

Games 

Gold 

Award for the 4th year in a row.  This 

shows our commitment to sport and we 

are proud of everything we are 

achieving.  This year we are busy 

working towards the Platinum Award. 

  
 
 
 

 

 

Well here we are just about to start a very busy month with the run up to Christmas.  

Whilst we have not yet finished November’s challenges, I have to comment on the 

wonderful Lego mazes that have been made.  We have also had some interesting story 

sentences and found out how pens are made.   

 

So we are about to start our Christmas work in class so this month’s challenges are very 

much linked to Christmas.  

  

 Research Challenge: How is Christmas celebrated in another country?  Choose 

a country and find out what traditions they have. 

 Maths challenge:  Can you complete the Christmas Tree triangle 

challenge; I have different trees for you to choose; just see how 

many triangles make up the tree!       

 A creative/design challenge; What ornament or decoration can you make from 

a cardboard inner tube?     

 

Don’t forget to be thinking over the holidays (as well as having fun!) as I would be delighted 

if the children came up with any type of challenges to set ~ I have been doing this for a 

year now and would welcome ideas which are directly linked to the children’s interests and 

enthusiasms, so put your ideas in the challenge box for me and earn yourself some house 

points too!     

 

Have a super break and enjoy the challenges! 

 

Mrs Elaine Dicocco 

 

All entries are put on the Challenge Display in the Hall. Every child who enters into the 

challenge will be awarded a Bright Ideas certificate and a small prize by Mrs Dicocco 

during our celebration assemblies. 



 

Value of December –  

Patience 

 

Words of the month – weather, 

whether, pair, pear, scene, seen 
 (10 house points for spelling these 

correctly in your writing!) 

Language of the term – German 
We are continuing with learning about Germany and practising some of the German 

language.  Please encourage your children to try to find out something about the country as 

this will be added to the display board and again there are house-points available.  Well 

done to Olivia and Noah who have learnt to say some numbers in German.  Last week we all 

practised saying numbers to twenty in German through a song; click here if you would like to 

join in or learn with your child.  

During this week’s assembly we will be learning about some typical German foods and learn 

these mealtimes in German:   

Breakfast : Frühstück 

Lunch : Mittagessen 

Dinner : Abendessen 

Our Value for December is 

Patience 
"Wait your turn." "Wait 'til you're bigger." We often ask children to be patient, but 

developing this value takes time. 

 

It’s hard to wait for things! Many children find it hard to be PATIENT. 

 

Patience is the ability to endure a difficult situation 

without complaining. It means showing self-control and 

staying calm in the face of frustration or boredom. 

When you're patient, you understand that some things 

are worth waiting for. But patience isn’t only passive 

waiting--it means persevering when things get tough. 

Adults as well as children often get frustrated if they 

don’t see immediate results. But at any age it's 

important to wait for the right time to speak or act.                                                                                                                                                                                         

The question we ask when we explore any of our focus 

values in assembly is,  

‘How will developing this value in my life change my        

thinking and behaviour?’ 

Patience is a value which can have a hugely positive effect on ourselves and those around 

us. 

WOW! Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Patience at 

home. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6x0Lzvsk2LM


 

Community News 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Was your child born between 
                                 1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015? 
                                                          

They will start school in September 2019,  

 so you need to apply for a School place by  

15  January 2019 

 

Apply online at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions 

You can also complete a paper application form which is 
available from your local school or by contacting School 
Admissions 

admissions@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk   0300 300 8037 

              A great place to live and work. 
 

 

       

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
mailto:admissions@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

