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What a busy month January was!  It was a real pleasure for me to spend time in every classroom, joining in with 

fantastic learning and watching lots of progress being made. I have scrutinised all the data and I have met with 

all the teachers to look at the progress that each child has made. Where children have made accelerated 

progress, I send home a very special ‘Praise Postcard’ to share the good news with you. Look out for them in the 

post. 

 

Last week we had a visit from the Drama for All team who spent time with Pre-School, Class R and Class 1 to 

create sessions which were fun and energetic! “We went to the fairy-tale forest, the queen went out of the 

room and we ate her apple pie! There was a story teller and we were acting” (Class 1).  

 

On Monday we were lucky enough to have ‘Oscar’ the Road Safety Simulator in school. After an interesting 

assembly, all classes had the opportunity to visit Oscar and experience safety in the car at first hand. I hope 

the children have shared some important messages with you.  See some photos on our Facebook page. 

 
Overall attendance was very high in January – 96.89%. Well done, keep it up! 

 

Have a super month 

Susanne Dove  

Head Teacher 

Staffing News 

We said a sad farewell last month to Mrs Batty after 3 years as a  

Pre-School practitioner and wished her all the best in her  

new role at Waitrose. 

A very warm welcome to our new staff: 

Mrs Hunt - Midday Supervisor 

Mrs Minnie - Support Staff in Class 3 

Mrs Alexander - Pre School Practitioner 

Mrs Marsh - Support Staff in Class 1 and R 

Playground Safety 
A reminder - please ensure the safety 

of all our children, parents and carers 

by reminding your child not to ride 

their bike or scooter on the 

playground before or after school. 

Your child must wear a helmet when 

riding a bike or scooter to and from 

school. 

Dates for your Diary 

February 

6th PTA Meeting 7.30pm 

7th KS1 and KS 2 Gym 

Competitions 

10th Class 2 Assembly 9.00am 

10th Sign2sing 

22nd Lord Baden Powell Day 

24th Mid-Year Reports 

24th PTA Quiz Night 

27th Fairtrade Fortnight 

 

March 

2nd World Book Day 

3rd Fairtrade Coffee Morning 

6th Class 4 trip to Holdenby 

House  

World Thinking Day (Lord Baden Powell Day) 

 Children are invited to wear their Brownie, Cub, Rainbow or Beaver uniform 

to School, as we celebrate Lord Baden Powell day on 22nd February. 

Fairtrade Fortnight 
Fairtrade Fortnight is a national campaign to raise awareness of Fairtrade. As 

the only Fairtrade School in Leighton/Linslade, we know lots about Fairtrade 

and are always keen to share our learning with others. We will be involved in 

lots of activities during the two weeks and would like to invite you to join us 

for the Coffee morning on Friday 3rd March. 

Sign to Sing 
This year we have again signed up to take part in Sign2sing which is a 

fantastic, fundraising activity raising money to help vulnerable deaf children 

in the UK and Uganda. Children have been learning a specially written song 

with signs and will perform the song to raise money for Sign2sing on 

10th February, we will accept donations of £1 on the day. 



7th  Parents evening 

9th Parents evening  

10th    Class 3 trip to British 

Museum  

12th Choir to The Grove Theatre 

23rd Class 4 Residential meeting 

for parents 

17th Class 1 Assembly  

24th Mother’s Day Tea Party 

24th Red Nose Day 

World Book Day 
On Thursday 2nd March we will be having a book character dress-up day and 

the children can bring in their favourite poem to share in class.   

Each child will receive a World Book Day token which could be used towards 

the cost of any book, or exchanged for the £1 books chosen for this year’s 

promotion.  There is a range of exciting reads for all children – please look 

out for more information to follow. 

We are planning a fun filled day to promote reading. 

On Thursday 2nd March you are invited to come in towards the end of the 

school day and share your favourite poem with your child’s class (or any other 

class).  Please arrange this with the class teacher. 

 

PTA Meeting 

The next PTA meeting is at School on Monday 6th February at 7.30pm.  Every Heathwood parent is 

welcome to attend.  The PTA is responsible for organising and running fun events for the children, and 

at the same time purchasing vital resources for the School.  We would urge you to consider being an 

active member of the PTA, as the present committee is in urgent need of further committee members 

and helpers. 

 

Packed Lunches 

We have noticed that a number of children are eating a packed 

lunch that is predominantly full of sugars – chocolate spread 

sandwiches, chocolate brioche, fruit flakes/winders/etc. Whilst 

one ‘treat’ is acceptable, the children all know what a balanced, 

healthy lunch consists of.  Whilst giving an ‘instant energy high’, 

this does not make for a good afternoon! 

We have asked all the children to take home their packed lunch 

rubbish rather than putting it in the bin in order that you are 

aware how much your child has eaten.  Yesterday someone 

sneakily threw a whole brown bread cheese sandwich in the bin 

without even opening it! 

 

Ready for Learning 
Many children, especially on a Monday 

morning, appear to be very tired and 

lethargic and not able to concentrate.  

We would ask you to please make sure 

your child gets to bed at a reasonable 

time so they are awake and perky and 

ready to learn in the mornings! 

 

Road Safety 

Thank you to Mrs Miller (Harriet, 

Class 3) who is organising a road 

safety petition – look out for her on 

the playground. 

Challenge! 

February’s challenges, designed to stimulate the children's creative, investigative and research 

skills, are: 

 Is it true that cows can predict when it is going to rain?  According to an old wives’ tale, if all 

of the cows in a field are lying down, a rainstorm is coming!  Use your research skills and 

scientific knowledge to find out if this is true and why. 

 Leighton-Linslade in Bloom Competition. Can you design and draw, sketch or paint a poster which 

illustrates one of the many tourist attractions in Leighton-Linslade?  Ideas include:  

The Narrow Gauge Railway, The Grand Union Canal, The Splash & Play, All Saints Church,  

The Market Cross. 

 

We would also be very excited if your child(ren) could set the challenges.  

All entries are put in the Challenge Box in the Hall. Every child who enters into the challenge will be 

awarded a Bright Ideas certificate and a small prize by Mrs Allard during our celebration assemblies. 

Congratulations to all those children who completed January’s challenges. 

Language of the Term 
This year we are celebrating other languages in assembly and learning to speak a few words. This term we are 

learning Romanian. We have already learnt ‘Buna dimineata’ - Good morning. Have you been practicing at home? 

Value of February - Happiness Words of the month - splendid, 

tremendous, special, ordinary 



 

 

Our Value in February  

is   

HAPPINESS 

 
A feeling of contentment brought about by special people, 

objects or events. 

 

At school, as we show happiness in all our exciting 

activities, we will be thinking of the term ahead and 

consider how we can bring happiness to our families and friends during this time. We will 

help our pupils to realise that if everyone at Heathwood is to experience happiness, then 

every member must play their part. We will emphasise that there are many parts of the 

world, and indeed parts of our own country, which are not very happy places and we should 

think of them too.  

 

The most important thing to realise is that true happiness comes from within and that 

outside influences such as material possessions only provide temporary happiness. 

 

 

Thought for the month: ‘The happiness that you give to others is the happiness that 

comes back to you.’ 

 

At home you can ask yourselves these questions ‘What makes you truly happy?’ and ‘How 
can we help to make those around us feel happier?’  These questions should lead to some 

interesting family discussions. 
 

 

WOW! 

Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Happiness at home. 

 


