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Well, December has arrived and Christmas has begun in earnest!  

We had a thoroughly enjoyable morning on Thursday as we joined Aladdin at the fantastic panto! 

The production by M and M was fabulous, our thanks goes to the PTA who subsidised this event. 

What a great way to begin our festivities. This was followed by our traditional Christmas 

Decorations day and our Awe and Wonder celebration assembly when every child made a decoration 

to add to our tree.  

We had a great time at the PTA Christmas Fayre on Saturday, I hope you were able to join us and 

support the hard work of our PTA. 

We will be totalling all points from this term and one house will be invited to wear Mufti on Thursday 

15th December 

We wish you all a very festive Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Susanne Dove 

Christmas at Heathwood 

Christmas is a very busy time here and I wanted to take this opportunity to outline some of 

the events that take place for those of you who are new to Heathwood. 

Christmas Post Box - We have a post box which opens in the Library on 1st December, the 

children can post their Christmas Cards in it. Every day the box will be opened by Class 4 

and the cards will be delivered. 

Christmas Decoration Day (December 1st) - We all spend the day using cutting and fine 

motor skills in preparation for Christmas (glitter at the ready!)  We finish the day with an 

Awe and Wonder assembly and every child brings their creation to decorate the tree. 

Christmas Performance (Classes 1-4 Dress Rehearsal) - This is the ‘first run’ and a 

chance to perform to an audience (Class R and Pre-School). 

Christmas Performance (Classes 1-4) - 2 performances, an afternoon at 2pm with crèche 

and evening at 6pm for adults only.  1 ticket for each performance is issued and it is 

traditional that parents ‘swap’ between themselves or return unwanted tickets. An 

application for more tickets is available. 

Nativity Performance (Class R) 10.00am - Class R Parents and Grandparents are welcome. 

Christmas Dinner - All staff join the children to enjoy a super traditional Christmas dinner 

which is prepared and cooked on site in our kitchens. Christmas crackers are included. 

Please return slip for classes 3 or 4. 
  

Christmas Dinner at Heathwood Lower School 
 

Christmas Dinner is Wednesday 14th December. If your child would like Christmas Dinner, please 

return the slip below asap. For children in Classes R, 1 and 2 school meals are free under the 

Government’s Universal Free School Meal scheme. For children in Classes 3 and 4, the cost is £2. 

 

 

My child....................................................................................in Class..................would l ike Christmas Dinner.  

I enclose £2 (Classes 3 or 4)       



Christmas Jumper Day - Wear school uniform but with a Christmas jumper instead of 

your school jumper or cardigan. This is a Save the Children event, please bring £1 to 

support this charity. Mrs Houghton will be organising a lunchtime club to make a Christmas 

motif to attach to a jumper if you do not have a Christmas jumper. 

Carol Service at St Leonard’s - We walk to St Leonard’s church for a Christmas service 

led by Class 4. Parents and carers are welcome to join us for the walk and service, however 

please note that it is a small church and guests are limited to standing room at the back of 

the church or seating in the gallery (unfortunately you will not be able to sit with your 

child). 

Dates for your 

Diary 

December  

9th - Yr 4 Carol 

Concert at All 

Saints Church 

9th – Out of 

School 

Achievement 

Assembly 

13th - Christmas 

Performance with 

crèche 2pm 

14th - Christmas  

Performance 

Adults only 6pm 

14th - School 

Christmas Dinner 

15th - Yr R 

Nativity 10am 

15th  - Mufti Day 

for the winning 

house 

16th - Wear a 

Christmas jumper 

for charity  

16th - Carol 

Service @St 

Leonards 2pm 

January 

3rd - Back to 

School 

6th INSET day 

School Audit 

We had an audit last week carried out by the School Intervention Team 

at Central Bedfordshire. You will be pleased to know that our audit was 

very positive and I would like to share with you an extract from the 

report: 

 
‘A love of learning permeates through all aspects of school life. Pupils 

are inquisitive, motivated and ambitious for themselves. They routinely 
reflect on their learning and how they can improve. They use a mature 

range of terminology to discuss how they tackle difficult tasks and how 
they approach their work. They have a resoundingly positive approach to 
making progress and mirror the ambition their teachers have for them. 

Their work is beautifully presented and they care for their learning 
environment. They are proud to be part of their school and proud of 

what they can do. Leaders, including middle leaders and governors, have 
a clear view on the strengths and areas for improvement. They have led 
significant improvements in more recent times and continue to strive for 
excellence in everything. Challenges are faced strategically, with clear 
actions to tackle them and regular and effective monitoring. Nothing is 

left to ‘coast’, if it does not reach the high standards expected at 
Heathwood, leaders work tirelessly to improve it.’ 

Holidays in Term time 

Message from Central Bedfordshire… 

"It is a myth that missing school even for a short time is harmless to a 

child's education”.  

"Our evidence shows missing the equivalent of just one week a year from 

school can mean a child is significantly less likely to achieve good GCSE 

grades, having a lasting effect on their life chances." 

I am pleased to say that our attendance at Heathwood is super; we aim 

for 95% and currently our whole school attendance is 96.60% 

Thank you and well done everybody - keep it up! 

School Gates and Security Reminder 

The gates from Cotefield Drive and Heath Road will be open in the 

mornings between 7:50-8:15 and 8:40-9:10 

and in the afternoons: 3:15-3:45 

If you child attends an after school club, the meeting point is at 

reception. If you need to drive, you may park in the school car park from 

4:15 



Staffing 

Mrs Dicocco is currently on secondment as acting Headteacher at Kensworth Primary 

School. We are not anticipating her return just yet but continue to support her time there. 

In her absence, Mr Dicker and Mrs Wright are acting as assistant Headteachers and have 

assumed her roles within school. 

Mrs Oxley has accepted a new and exciting role at a secondary school in Houghton Regis 

and will be leaving us after the end of this term. She has been part of the Heathwood 

Team for 16 years and will leave a big gap here, particularly in her support of School 

Council and Fairtrade. I’m sure you will all join me in wishing her well for the future. 

Mrs Cripps has accepted a new job in an HR role. She has only been part of our team for a 

term but we will miss her in Class 2 and wish her all the best in her new adventure. 

Lockdown 

I am sure you will have read reports on the news lately where schools have had an incident 

which resulted in ‘Lockdown’, and I would like to reassure you that we have procedures that 

we practise in the same way as we practice for a fire drill. 

A lockdown is an emergency protocol, put in place to protect and ensure the safety of all 

our children and staff from a potentially dangerous external event. 

In the event of a lockdown, we have a well-practised procedure to keep the children inside 

or move them inside if they are out at play. We would notify you by text that we were in a 

Lockdown situation and advise you what to do depending on the circumstances. 

An example of this happened last year when we had a wasps nest at school. The doors and 

windows were kept closed and children remained in doors. Parents were advised by text of 

how they should enter the school.  
Challenge! 

This month’s challenges, designed to stimulate the children's creative, investigative and research 

skills are: 

 This challenge is inspired by Henry Lewington in Year 1.  He made a fantastic game out of 

Lego and brought it into school to show us.  So, can you invent/make a game using Lego?  

Please don’t forget to include a copy of the game rules.  If you would really like to do this 

challenge but have no Lego, come and see Mrs Allard. 

 Two exciting questions to investigate this month: 

1. Do penguins have knees? 

2. Why do leaves change colour in the Autumn? 

 Finally, calling all up and coming actors.  I challenge you to make and record a Christmas  

advert – better than the John Lewis advert!  It will only be viewed in school by those people 

your child would like to see it. 

 

All entries are put in the Challenge Box in the Hall. Every child who enters into the challenge will be 

awarded a Bright Ideas certificate and a small prize by Mrs Allard during our celebration 

assemblies. 

 

Value of December - Patience  Words of the month - enquire, 

enquired, bellow, bellowed, demand, 

demanded (10 House points for using 

these in your writing!) 

Language of the term- Polish 

This month we have been learning to 

say Thank you – Dziękuję.  

 

 



 

 

Our Value for December is   

Patience 
"Wait your turn." "Wait 'til you're bigger." We often ask children to be patient, but 

developing this value takes time.  

 

It’s hard to wait for things! Many children find it hard to be PATIENT. 

 

Patience is the ability to endure a difficult situation without complaining. It means showing 

self-control and staying calm in the face of frustration or 

boredom. When you're patient, you understand that some 

things are worth waiting for. But patience isn’t only passive 

waiting - it means persevering when things get tough. Adults 

as well as children often get frustrated if they don’t see 

immediate results. But at any age it's important to wait for 

the right time to speak or act.                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

The question we ask when we explore any of our focus values 

in assembly is,  

‘How will developing this value in my life change my thinking and behaviour?’ 

 

We can then consider the impact on those around us and (much bigger picture) the world if 

everyone were to develop their understanding and demonstration of different values. 

Patience is a value which can have a hugely positive effect on ourselves and those around 

us. 

 

WOW! Let us know how your child has demonstrated this month’s Value of Patience at 

home. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Wanted… 

If you are having a tidy up before or after Christmas, we are on the look out for Lego, Duplo, small 

vehicles and Lego/Playmobil size people for our children to play with at playtimes. Any donations 

would be gratefully received. 

Thank You…for the money that you have raised this term for charity 

Poppy Appeal - £72.51 

Children in Need - £218.19 
 

Unclaimed Raffle Prizes 

There are some unclaimed raffle prizes from the Christmas Fayre on Saturday.  If you 

have one of the following tickets, please collect your prize from the School Office before 

Friday 9th December: 

White coloured tickets – 20, 63, 70, 74, 77, 143, 156, 195, 201, 223, 250, 294. 

 
Christmas competition from Marshall’s Coaches 

Marshall’s Christmas card competition was featured in the local newspapers last week. Heathwood 

School could win a FREE trip within 50 miles of our school for a winning entry! 

 

Here is the article:- 

 

http://marshalls-coaches.us1.list-

manage1.com/track/click?u=419ec1e0faca2c401c0122fbe&id=63398386ec&e=dfb75fd478 

 

 

The competition is to design a Christmas card and the winning design will be used by Marshall’s to 

send to their customers and the winner will get £50.00 worth of Smyths Toys vouchers. The 

deadline is Friday 9th December. 

 

See their website for design inspiration:- 

 

http://marshalls-coaches.us1.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=419ec1e0faca2c401c0122fbe&id=c428a84c98&e=dfb75fd478 
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